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Lesson for May 5 in this issue 


Lesson 5.. , and Faith. Genesis 
3: 1-24; Isaiah 1 : 10-20; Mark 2: 1-12; Luke 
15 : 11-24;, Acts 2: 32-38; Romans 
1: 18-32; 3 : 10-18; 5: 1-11. 
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Remembrance 
‘By M. ‘Mannington Dexter 
This do in remembrance of me. — Luke 22: 19. 


HEN. sins upon us press in dark array, 
And Sinai thunderclouds blot out the 


day ; 
When from our guilt we know not where to 
flee, 
Jesus, Redeemer, we remember Thee. 
When datk, forgotten days revive their 
power, 


And stand before us in temptation’s hour ; 
Who shall our comforter and helper be? 
Jesus, Redeemer, we remember Thee. 


Thy blood that flowed for us on Calv’ry’s 
hill, 
Thy body broken for our every ill ; 
These shali our comfort and our cleansing 
be, 
Jesus, Redeemer, we remember Thee! 


” Hollow, Cruel, Blind” 


It takes blind optimism indeed to say 
today: “God’s in His heaven—all’s right 
with the world.” God és in his Heaven, 
but the world in general will have none 
of him. And little can be right with a 
world that rejects God. Even some of the 
religious Modernists and Liberals, who 
long ago rejected the blood Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, are seeing the hopelessness 
of the present world. ‘Thus Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin, President of Union Theo- 
‘logical Seminary, New York, said recently 
at a great meeting in Carnegie Hall: “We 
live in a cold world which is falling to 
pieces internationally, socially, and indus- 


trially, and all about us are men and 
women who have gone to pieces.” A 
speaker following Dr, Coffin said: “We 
have been saying for years that this was 
a lost world, but the terrible truth of the 
statement has never been driven home to 
us. Now we see our civilization for what 
it is — spiritually hollow, cruel, blind, liter- 
ally sliding towards hell; and _ unless 
Christ’s Gospel is preached quickly, fear- 
lessly, and passionately, ours is a lost 
world.” We know from God’s Word that 
the world as a whole will never accept 
Christ and be saved in this present age of 
grace. But there are millions of souls in 
the world today, now lost, who would ac- 
cept him and be saved if the Gospel were 
preached faithfully to them. “Civilization” 
will never save them nor save itself — 
for civilization is man’s work, and man 
cannot save himself. Let us be faithful 
and instant in telling all whom we can 
reach of the One who is able to save to 
the uttermost. 
se” 


a1 « aa 
The Sleep of Formalism 
Prayer and the one who prays are 
linked in a close relationship. We cannot 
say one thing in our prayers, and another 
with our lives, and expect our prayers to 


% 


be answered. When we pray in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, there should be a genuine 
submission of the heart to his will, as there 
was when he‘ himself prayed, “Nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt.” “There 
is a significance,” wrote Dora Greenwell, 
“in the very placing of these clauses of the 
petition our Lord left us, ‘Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done.’ God’s Kingdom 
must be established within the soul before 
his will can be fulfilled in the life; and it 
is from our imperfect realization of this 
truth that many are weak and sickly among 
us, and'so many sleep the sleep of Formal- 
ism, that brother of spiritual Death, from 
which it is scarcely to be distinguished.” 
While these two petitions in our Lord's 
Prayer point forward to the millennial 
Kingdom, yet surely they have a definite 
application to the personal: life of each 
Christian. If our prayer life seems withered 
and dry, perhaps there are “stony places” 
in our hearts which have been resisting the 
Holy Spirit. Perhaps there have been no 
“showers of blessing’ because the soil was 
too hard to receive them. But God is ever 
ready to establish his Kingdom in a heart 
yielded to him; and those who surrender 
all to him find that prayer becomes a bless- 
ing and a’power, and that “the kingdom of 
God is ... . righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” 


The Two Witnesses to John’s Gospel 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


that John 21: 24 is the seal of author- 

ship with the endorsement of the 
two witnesses required by Jewish law. As 
the author veils his identity under the 
modest title of “the disciple,” so the wit- 
nesses write simply, “we know.” 

“This is the disciple which testifieth of 
these things, and wrote these things: and 
we know that his testimony is true.” 

There is no reason to believe that “this 

. disciple” is other than the one who 
was with our Lord in his dying hour and 
who put on record the fact of his death; 
“he that saw it bare record, and his record 
is true” (19 35) the anonymous disciple 
“standing by [the cross], whom he loved” 
(19:26). The titfe “whom Jesus loved” 
is obviously a paraphrase of the name of 
John; for, as Hengstenberg remarks in his 
“Christology,” John means, “Whom Jeho- 
vah loves”; and that John identified Jesus 
with Jehovah, the I AM, is obvious all 
through his Gospel. 

But who are the two witnesses? 


se is a very attractive theory, — 


They could hardly be any outside of the 
apostolic college, the eleven who - were 
trained and set apart to be the official 
witnesses to the facts of Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection. But which of the 
Eleven could they have been? Not John, 
to whose Gospel they were witnessing; 
hardly Matthew and Peter, whose own tes- 
timony was given in the first two Gos- 
pels; not Thomas, whose witness appears 
a few verses previously (John 20: 28, 29). 
Simon the zealot and James the son of 
Alphzeus were ever in the background and 
would scarcely have been chosen to put 
their seal to so important a document as 
John’s Gospel. James, --the brother of 
John, had early been killed by Herod with 
the sword, without doubt long before the 
Gospel of John was written. We are 
almost shut up to Andrew and Philip. 

The two witnesses should be those who 
were with our Lord from the beginning 
(Luke 1:2) until the end. Andrew and 
Philip appear in the first chapter of John ™ 
with Peter and. Nathanael (or Bartholo- 
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mew), their respective mates in the apos- 
tolic college (Matt. 10:'3). Is.it not likely, 
then, that since. Peter and Nathanael are 
mentioned in the last chapter of John, the 
two unnamed disciples (John 21:2), may 
be also Andrew and Philip? Many think 
so. Andrew was certainly a fisherman, and 
Philip probably also, since he came from 
Bethsaida or fish-town. It would be natu- 
ral then that they should have joined 
Peter’s fishing expedition, 

And may not the anonymous witnesses 
of verse 24 who, after the manner of all 
four evangelists, desist from mentioning 
their own names, be the anonymous dis- 
ciples of verse 2? May we not, indeed, 
have here a cryptic signature such as many 
find in each of the four Gospels? 

There are various indications of this in 
John’s Gospel. It is noticeable that these 
two disciples, Andrew and Philip, who are 
barely mentioned in the first three Gospels 
(save in the apostolic lists) and then never 
together, appear three times in John’s Gos- 
pel, and in each of these three times they 
are paired. This mention occurs as if 
purposely at almost equal distances through 
the Gospel, in Chapters 1, 6, and 12. This 
is at the very beginning of Christ’s minis- 
try, at its zenith in the greatest of his 
miracles (chap. 6), and at its formal close 
in the twelfth chapter of John, Each 
of these three allusions finds a correspond- 
ing echo in the last or twenty-first chapter 
of John. 

The Fourth Gospel begins with the apos- 
tle John’s testimony to the Word, “the true 
Light, which lighteth every man _ that 
cometh into the world.” Half of the first 
chapter is taken up with this solemn testi- 
mony of the author. “We beheld his glory 
... Of his fullness have all we received.” 
The last half of this first chapter closes 
with the testimony of two _ witnesses. 
These witnesses are Andrew and Philip. 
John says; “The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us.” Andrew and Philip, 
as if in antiphon, reply: “We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ. . We have found him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write.” 

Notice the correspondence between two 
unnamed disciples in John 1:35 and 37, 
one of whom later proves to be Andrew 
(v. 40), and two unnamed disciples in 
John 21: 2. 

In Chapter 6 Andrew and Philip again 
appear together. It is on the occasion of 
the feeding of the multitude. Philip’s faith 
is tested by our Lord; Andrew points out 
the lad with tlie five barley loaves and 
two small fishes. None of the other dis- 
ciples is mentioned by name in the four 
accounts of this great miracle in the four 
Gospels. What an impression it- must 
have made on Andrew and Philip, so inti- 
mately related to it! How natural, then, 
if they heiped to write the last chapter 
of John, concealing their identity under 
the phrase “two other disciples,” that they 
should relate the incident of this other post- 
resurrection, miraculous feeding beside the 
Lake of Galilee, when the Lord provided 
fish and bread for the chilled and hungry 
fishermen. Certainly the resemblance in 
the phraseology is unmistakable. “Jesus 
then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth 
them, and fish likewise” (21:13). “Jesus 
took the loaves; and .. . distributed to 
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the disciples, . . . and likewise of the 
fishes” (6:11). Lambanei, arton, didosin, 
opsarion, homoios. . Precisely the same 
Greek words. 

Again for a third time, in the twelfth 
chapter, Andrew and Philip appear to- 
gether. They would introduce to Jesus the 
Greeks who had‘come up to worship at 
the feast. In the soliloquy which our 
Lord addresses to these two disciples at 
this time occur the two sentences: “The 
hour is come, that the Son of man should 
be glorified... . . If any man serve me, 
let him follow me.” Do we not seem to 
hear an echo of these words in the twenty- 
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first chapter (v. 19)? “This spake he, 


signifying by what death he should glorify 
God, And when he had spoken this, he 
saith unto him, Follow me.” 

If it is true that Andrew and Philip 
were the ratifying witnesses to John’s 
authorship and to the truth of John’s nar- 
rative, it would be obvious that the Gos- 
pel must have been written at a time be- 
fore the apostolic band was broken up and 
scattered ; in other words, at a much earlier 
date than has been generally supposed. 
And this, of course, would dispose of John 
the Presbyter and other ghosts of criticism, 
alleged authors of the Gospel of John. 
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The Deadly Peril of 
“Guidance” without the Bible 


In your Illustration Round Table for 
the lesson for October 14, 1934, the prize 
illustration was “The Peril a Ignoring the 
Bible.’ We would like to have this ex- 
plained. Who was Prince of the Agape- 
mone, and how could one who was given 
up to the Holy Spirit’s guidance be led 
astray? I always thought that what we 
needed most was His guidance. The writer 
of the ——— must mean _ spiritism. 
ee is J. Smyth-Piggott?—A Florida 
reader. 


The illustration referred to was from 
The Dawn, of which D. M. Panton is the 
editor, and was, in part, as follows: 


The frightful fall of Prince, of the Aga- 
pemone, emphasizes the fact, extraordi- 
narily pregnant, that our Lord, in the 
moment he was baptized without limit in 
the Holy Ghost, yet when 7 by 
hell, relied on the Word. . A book he 
[Prince] read about the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit led him to give himself up un- 
reservedly to the Spirit’s idance. ‘ 
As he grew in this habit of yielding abso- 
lutely to spiritual guidance, the Bible be- 
came less and less his study and he ended 
by neglecting it altogether. Being thus 

ided in every detail of his daily life, he 
Eth thought he] no longer needed the written 
Word; and the total abnegation of his own 
juagment followed. This complete sur- 
— of mind and will to what he believed 

o be the guidance of the Holy Spirit left 
him a préy to the terrible delusion in which 
he was, +. last engulfed. So also his suc- 
cessor J. H. Smyth-Piggott, once wholly de- 
voted e God, yielded to an untested spirit, 
and is now a false ei awaiting, as an 
old man in the “Abode of Love,” his thou- 
sand years’ reign as Messiah. 


Agapemone means “abode of love,” . and 
was the name given to a religious group 
in England founded in 1846 by Henry 
James Prince, a clergyman of the Church 
of England. The members were called 
Agapemonites, and this name is explained 
as meaning “Community of the Son of 
Man.” The primary object of the society 
was the “spiritualization of the matrimonial 
state,” and several years before it was 
founded Prince had contracted his first 
“spiritua! marriage,” and “had persuaded 
himself that he had been absorbed into 
the personality of God and had become 
a visible embodiment ‘of the Holy Spirit.” 

Prince estimated his followers at 500, 
others said 100. He was called “Beloved” 
or “The Lamb.” Following Prince’s or- 
ders, his disciples had all their possessions 
in common, and looked forward to the 
speedy end of this dispensation. 


The Society bought a house at Spaxton, 
furnished it luxuriously, and. called it the 
“Abode of Love.” Three sisters, who had 
each given £6,000 ($30,000), were married 
to three of Prince’s disciples. A scandal, 
involving Prince and a woman disciple, led 
many to leave the sect, on account of the 
“amazing mixture of blasphemy and im- 
morality.” 

_ The remaining leaders of the sect were 

given such titles as “Anointed Ones,” “An- 
gel of the Last Trumpet,” and “Seven Wit- 
nesses.” In 1862 “Brother Prince” sent 
“to the kings and people of the earth” 
letters “making known to all men that 
flesh is saved from death.” There were 
then about 600 members, and it was “no 
doubt a grievous shock. to them when their 
deathless founder died, in 1899, four years 
after he had opened a branch church at 
Clapton, London, which is said to have cost 
£20,000.” This was called “The Ark of 
the Covenant,” and in it the elect were to 
await the coming of the Lord. 

T. H. Smyth-Piggott, pastor, then be- 
came the leader. He had been a university 
man, sailor before the mast, soldier, coffee 
planter, curate in the Church of England, 
evangelist of the Salvation Army, and in 
1897 was converted to Prince’s views. In 
1902 the congregation found the Com- 
munion Table replaced by a chair. Piggott 
took this chair and proclaimed himself 
as the Messiah, with the words, “God is 
no longer there,” pointing upward, “but 
here,” pointing to himself. He then 
preached a sermon on Christian love. All 
the members, including even his own wife, 
accepted his claim; but because of public 
indignation the new “Messiah” had to be 
protected by the police. Piggott and the 
Agapemone were soon involved in another 
scandal, but the members seemed* to see 
in it only another evidence of his divinity, 
“an earnest of the total redemption of 
man.” A child born was called “Glory,” 
and hymns were sung in its honor as it 
lay in a jeweled cradle. Still another child, 
born in August, 1908, was called “Power.” 
Shortly after, a mob tried to tar and 
feather Piggott; and the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells brought proceedings against him 
under the Clergy Disciplinary Act. 

Whatever the Agapemonites’ blasphem- 


ous claims may have been to the leading - 


of the Holy Spirit, it is obvious that they 
were completely under the power of Satan, 
(Continued on page 284) 
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Clihinding Men for Christ in No Man's Land . 


New life in Flanders Fields, where the shells of the Great War 
and the aftermath of sin had wrought havoc 


By Edith F. Norton 








E HAD been at Courtrai for the 
W arornine service, and at my special 

request were to visit the very new- 
est small post of the Mission in the after- 
noon. From Courtrai we traveled by slow 
train past Menin and Comines to Ypres; 
along the road were still to be seen yawn- 
ing shell holes filled with water, and war 
débris, — twisted barbed wire and rusting 
corrugated iron. From Ypres an ancient 
Ford conveyed us to the tiny village of 
St. Jean-lez-Ypres, in no man’s land, on 
the way to St. Julien. 

The location of this village brought to 
me no small thrill of interest, for it was 
literally situated in the no man’s land 
extending across the most bitterly fought 
over section of the Flanders battle front, 
that between Ypres and Menin. At the 
farthest end of the village stood a monu- 
ment showing where the German first line 
trenches had been, and at the extremity 
*nearest Ypres, a larger monument indicat- 
ing the first lire trenches of the British. 
During the war Ypres had been utterly 
demolished, and afterward the returning 
peasants could not even locate the sites of 
their old homes, but ‘new ones were erected 
over the ghastly waste that war had left. 
Those new ‘houses were precariously and 
perilously placed, there in no man’s land, 
with the ground beneath them a veritable 
sponge, honeycombed with subterranean 
galleries, listening posts, and ammunition 
chambers, now filled with water. Occa- 
sionally a house would collapse; or a man, 
feeling his floor shift beneath him, would 
lift a tile and look down into an abyss, 
where the swirling waters had eaten away 
the surface soil. And just here was the 
scene of our. newest Gospel enterprise. 
Mr. Vansteenberghe put it aptly, — “Years 
hence,” -he said, “if one would write -of 
this work in Belgium, he would say that 
a great revival was on, where in a few 
weeks’ time seventy people would be found 
gathering together weekly to hear the Gos- 
pel preached in a grimy blacksmith forge.” 
Gathering the Audience 

These people of St. Jean-lez-Ypres had 
not known of our coming, and of the 
special meeting arranged, until Saturday 
evening, but when we arrived at two-thirty 
on Sunday the crowd was assembling from 
far and near. Some had come “from an 
hour and a half,” for thus are distances 
measured in Flanders, rather than in kilo- 
meters. The old lady who had learned to 
ride a bicycle so as to be able to come 
to the meetings was there, sitting in the 
front row directly in front of the pulpit. 
Oh, yes, the blacksmith forge was pro- 
vided witha platform of sorts, and a port- 
able organ, and ‘had been made as tidy and 
presentable as a forge could be made to 
appear. 

“How have all these people come to 
know about these Gospel meetings in so 
short a time, just a few weeks?” I asked, 
a little bewilderedly. - Then Iwas told of 





Where the guns had their way with 
the soil, and Satan has had his way in 
men’s hearts, the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion has been planting the Good Seed 
and is now reaping a glorious harvest. 
In this article Mrs. Norton tells of the 
conversion of a blacksmith and his 
brave testimony for Christ in the face 
of Catholic opposition. Every week 
now a company of people gather in 
the forge to hear the Gospel. 


Jonathan G. Williams, who has been 
with the Mission in Belgium for ten 
years, has recently come to America 
to be the Field Representative. Those 
who would like to avail themselves of 
this opportunity to hear fresh news 
from the field may write to Mr. 
Williams, in care of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. Gifts for the work may 
be sent to the Treasurer, C. G. Trum- 
bull, at the same address, 








the converted blacksmith who announced 
the Glad Tidings far and near, and of his 
chief lieutenant, the young boy who tire- 
lessly published the same Good News, hal- 
ing sinners of all shades into the forge at 
meeting time, that the Gospel might do 
its work in their hearts. 


In the Blacksmith Shop 


What a crowd it was that we faced 
that day! The men had not as yet learned 
how to behave in a Gospel meeting, — 
their caps remained on their heads, until 
they were asked to doff them. The atmo- 
sphere of the January day was frigid, our 
breath congealing in the sharp air of the 
fireless room, but our hearts glowed with 
joy enough to compensate for the discom- 
fort. I was told that when the first meet- 
ings were held, the crowd resembled more 
a cage of monkeys than a Gospel assembly ; 
they had no idea of reverential conduct, 
and each man disposed himself in any 
lounging attitude that suited his mood. 
Already a more reverential attitude was 
becoming evident, although much was still 
to be desired in that direction. What sort 
of people were these into whose eager 
faces we looked? And what of the black- 
smith with whom it all began? Let us 
begin first with this man and his conver- 
sion. 

Geroom V., was the youngest of a large 
family, and, as the others dispersed, he 
remained alone with his ageing mother. 
We are just learning the fringes of the 
frightful moral conditions that prevail in 
Belgium, and this young Fleming was one 
who had sounded their depths. But God 
laid his hand upon him, and we shall fol- 
low the steps that led to his conversion. 

In 1926 Geroom first heard the Gospel 
preached; he had gone to Zonnebeke to 
attend the fair, and with the others passed 
his hours in drinking, dancing, and fighting. 
Some of the workers of the Mission had 
gone there also to annoufice in the open 


the Glad Tidings of a Saviour from sin. : 


Geroom listened to the new and arresting 
message, open-mouthed, and with his last 
five francs he bought a Bible. At home he 
tried to read the newly acquired book, but 
his slow brain and closed heart could make 
nothing of it, so he laid it aside and re- 
sumed his old evil practices. 

Last year Geroom was on his way to 
France, and at the frontier stopped at 
Mouscron to visit his sister. This sister, 
an earnest Christian, took him to our 
preaching hall, and there he heard Miss 
Ruth Paxson speak, as she was conducting 
a series of meetings at this post. Convic- 
tion fell upon Geroom as he listened; and 
for the first time he realized the enormity 
of his sinful state and longed to be de- 
livered from it. Returning home with an 
awakened conscience, he again opened his 
Bible and began studying it, longing for 
some one to help him understand it. And 
God was not slow in sending forth his 
Philip, even as he did for the inquiring 
Ethiopian on the way to Gaza, 

One day Geroom found his way to 
Poperinghe, fifteen miles distant, and at- 
tended the meeting in our preaching hall, 
One of the Bible students, discovering that 
he was a seeker, recommended him to the 
care of Mr. Huyghe, who was head of 
the post of Poperinghe: This worker was 
indeed the Philip raised up of God to lead 
to the Saviour this prepared soul, and their 
first conversation, lasting one and a half 
hours, was followed by others, and every 
Sunday Geroom cheerfully covered the -fif- 
teen miles to be present at ‘the preaching 
services at Poperinghe. It was at one of 
these meetings, when Mr. Huyghe preached 
on Abraham and Lot and their respective 
choices, that Geroom made his great de- 
cision and definitely handed his life over 
to the Lord. Immediately the question 
came to him, “What can I do as service 
for Christ?” Mr. Huyghe suggested that 
he begin colportage, and this he did in his 
free hours during three weeks’ time, sell- 
ing thirty-two New Testaments and dis- 
tributing a thousand tracts. He enlisted 
two fourteen-year-old boys as volunteer 
helpers, and they showed great zeal, one 
becoming especially diligent and efficient. 


From Ridicule to Persecution 


As the people of the surrounding coun- 
try watched these familiar figures employed 
in such a ridiculous occupation, they 
laughed loudly, but when they found that 
their vocation was wholly serious and that 
these three were desperately in earnest, the 
ridicule soon changed to persecution. The 
local priest headed the attack, threatening 
to deprive these people of their living and 
to put the boys out of the school. From 
house to house he went, inquiring whether 
the occupants had purchased Testaments, 
and, if so, demanding them, that they might 
be burned, Finally he visited Ceroom, ask- 
ing him why he was engaged in this fight 
against the clergy. 

(Continued on page 278) 
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Today's world news and Bible 


All Roads Again Lead to Rome? 


prophecy 











By D. M. Panton, Editor of The Dawn 
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work in India combined have issued 

an appeal for prayer which is coun- 
tersigned by the heads of the British 
Churches. “Not only,” says the appeal, “is 
there acute and sincere division within 
British opinion, but there is a deeper divi- 
sion between India and Britain. Between 
those in the two countries whosé outlook 
and attitude would normally lead to a 
harmony of view there is a gulf; what 
British statesmanship offers, believing it 
generous as well as wise, multitudes of 
Indians refuse as valueless; whatever In- 
dian moderates demand as the presupposi- 
tion of a peaceful settlement, equally sin- 
cere British opinion considers certain to 
lead to widespread disruption of order. 
The gulf in understanding is deep and real, 
and it separates not merely those of each 
race who would perhaps always differ, but 
those among whom substantial agreement 
might be expected. This is the more seri- 
ous, for there exists among the British 
people genuine good will toward India, 
while Indian leaders have shown a wel- 
come readiness for constructive-action. Our 
hope lies in the grace and power of God, 
We need to pray most earnestly that God’s 
will may be done, and that in no formal 
way, as those who use a familiar and well 
worn phrase, but literally and with great 
insistence. We must ask that there may 
be that change in the temper of men 
through which God can work. 


we 
Evolution 


FACT perpetually fatal to Evolution 

is its complete absence within known 
time. _ Professor F. Wood Jones, the 
distinguished Melbourne anthropologist, 
writes: “Every imaginative anthropologist, 
and every imaginative artist who is not 
an anthropologist, delights in depicting 
Neanderthal man as a_ hairy-chested, 
slouching fellow, who, armed with a club 
and draped sparsely with a pelt about his 
loins, lurked darkly in the entry of his 
cave. Maybe he was all that. But at 
least we have to admit that his skull con- 
tained a brain considerably larger than that 
of the average man who walks about the 
streets today. And we must abandon any 
claim that it appears to be growing pro- 
gressively larger with the development of 
modern man from more primitive types.” 


gee 
An Indian Christian 

AN INDIAN Christian who graduated 

from St. Augustine’s College, Canter- 
bury, writes from Madras: “Since my 
return to India and being in the thick 
of it, I have become strongly convinced 
that this is no time to draw attention 
to what is good and noble in Hinduism, 
but to emphasize the fundamental differ- 
ence between our philosophy and _ theirs. 
The former method does make friends for 


A« British missionary societies at 


Christianity, particularly among the Na- 
tionalist-minded youth of the country, but 
we simply are not getting converts. There 
is friendly curiosity, but not conviction of 
sin or the need of a Saviour. The heart 
still remains untouched and will remain 
untouched as long as we give the impres- 
sion, however unwittingly, that one re- 
ligion is 2s good as another; that is to 
say, that Christianity at the most is only 
a crown and fulfillment of Hinduism, and 
not something essentially and radicaily dis- 
similar. The results of making a compro- 
mise with paganism are all too apparent 
in this area among Roman Catholics; who 
are losing converts by the hundred-on the 
question of caste.” 


Church and State 


HE fusion of Church and State is either 

adultery or annihilation. In Ger- 
many it threatens to be the latter. “How 
great the change marked by the revolt 
in the Church is,” says Dr. John Oman, 
“can only be realized by recalling that in 
the old days the German Church was the 
most submissively Erastian form of Chris- 
tianity that has ever appeared in all the 
ages, and that, as the Government saw to 
the appointment of all its superintendents 
and many of its ministers, any revolt would 
have been looked upon as a desecration of 
the holy of holies. Except the Junkers, 
there were no greater Imperialists than 
the Prussian ministers; and imperial order 
to the others was the untouchable Ark of 
the Covenant. The mere suggestion of 
discussing it was at once silenced as an 
impiety.” The revolt may. prove to be 
death. The Roman fusion, on the other 
hand, is (as the Scripture states) a forni- 
cation which corrupts while it embraces. 
The Church became so identified with the 
Empire that of 230 odd Popes since the 


time of Constantine, only six have been of 


Teutonic blood; and since A. D. 1492, when 
a Spaniard, Alexander -VI, was on the 
Papal throne, every Pope, except one, has 
been an Italian. It is the State-enthroned 
Woman of the Seven Hills. 


St. Sophia 


T. SOPHIA, in Constantinople, corre- 
sponds to St. Peter’s, in Rome, as the 


Roman and Greek Churches are the “es- - 


tablishments” of the two “legs” of Daniel’s 
image — the Western and Eastern Empires. 
(It is curiously significant that Constanti- 
nople is built on seven fainter hills, the 
left leg as distinct from the right, in the 
final Empire of Iron.) The whole Roman 
world was ransacked for marble, porphyry, 
alabaster, jasper, and gold for the build- 
ing of Saint Sophia in the Eastern capital 


named after the first Christian emperor. ° 


Jupiter’s temple at Baalbek and the Temple 
of Diana at Ephesus contributed of their 
columns to the Christian church. Into it 


went thirty-six tons of gold, gilding cupola, 
arch, and vault, and the sacred mosaics 
and symbols set in its walls and dome. 
Ten thousand masons’ worked five years 
on the building. In A. D. 1453 the Turks 
converted it into a Mosque. It is char- 
acteristic of today that Mustapha Kemal, 
the Dictator of Turkey, has closed it for 
worship and opened it as a museum of 
culture for the whole world. “I was once 
lunching at the Holborn Restaurant,” says 
W. Pannell, “when a friend said to a Turk 
who brought the coffee, ‘I suppose you are 
a Mohammedan?’ He replied, ‘Yes, it is 
the second religion of the world.’ I was 
so struck by what he said that I stayed 
behind and asked him why he had said 
the ‘second religion. He told me _ that 
they have a tradftion that some day the 
white Christ will descend on St. Sophia 
and that after that all the world will be- 
come Christian.” 


Imperial Rome 


LD Rome begins to lengthen its shadow 

over the earth, and exercise its old 
fascination, The number of tourists in 
France, which was 2,125,000 in 1927, fell 
to 700,000 in 1934; while in Italy the tour- 
ists, who numbered 1,000,000 in 1925, rose 
to 3,500,000 in 1934. 


Preparing for the Image of the Beast 


UT an open and blazing portent thrills 

the watchful soul. A statue of Signor 
Mussolini, says the Rome Correspondent 
of the London Morning Post (Feb. 11, 
1935) is being secretly made in Rome which 
will outdo in size the legendary Colossus 
of Rhodes, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World. It is to be bigger than any 
statue Rome has ever seen—bigger than 
the Capitoline Jupiter and Palatine Apollo 
or the gigantic figure of Nero which gave 
the Colosseum its name. This Mussolinian 
Colossus is planned to be 213 feet high, 
and the moulding of the enormous figure 
is being done in special sheds erected on 
a jealously guarded part of Monte Mario, 
where the work has been going on for 
nearly a year in secret and no outsider has 


so far been allowed to see the model nor - 


any sketch or photograph of it. The statue 
will show the Mussulinian figure with the 
terso and thighs swathed in lion’s skin and 
with an 8o0-foot arm raised in Fascist 
salute over Rome. The head, already fin- 
ished and cast, is 30 feet high and is 
otherwise about the size of a house. The 
finished bronze feet are 28 feet long and 
the completed metal of the legs to the 
knees are each about 53 feet long. Another 
year will be needed to complete the plaster 
work and a further year to finish the 
bronze castings, the whole being a three- 
year job, of which already one-third. has 
been done. Simultaneously with this the 
site on Monte Mario is being prepared and 
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the hill will require to be reinforced with 
concrete to support the enormous weight 
it will bear. When erected the statue will 
be the largest in the world, exceeding in 
height by 62 feet its nearest rival in New 
York harbor. 

one 


The Scarlet Beast 


«preg acer the Beast (in its north- 
ern phase) grows enormously in 
power. It was revealed at the Congress 
of Soviets (London Times, Feb. 1, 1935) 
that last year 5,000,000,000 roubles, instead 
of the contemplated 1,665,000,000, were 
spent on the Red Army, which, instead of 
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562,000, has risen in two years to nearly 
a million men. And the Beast’s foretold 
color (Rev. 17:3) is already its passion. 
“It was the first red funeral I had seen,” 
says a recent visitor to Moscow (Round 
Table, Dec., 1934), “and everything was 
red, blood red. The open hearse was 
painted red, the flowers were red—red 
roses, red dahlias, red chrysanthemums, 
The horses drawing the hearse were decked 
with long red trappings, which reached 
over their ears and foreheads. The bunt- 
ing over the coffin and the hearse was an 
undulating stream of red. A long proces- 
sion was carrying banners as red as the 
bunting, the coffin, the flowers.” 


SHERINGHAM, NorFoLtk, ENG, 








Why We Believe the 








Continuing a series of testimonies begun in the Easter Number of the Times 


Lord’s Return Is iia 














Canon F. E. Howitt 
Hamilton, Ont.; Bible teacher at the Keswick 
Conventions in England and America 
HE sign that, more than any other, 
seems to indicate the near approach of 
the Lord’s return is that of Israel: 

“He spake to them a parable; Behold 
the fig tree, and all the trees; when they 
now shoot forth, ye see and know of 
your own selves that summer is now nigh 
at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see thesee 
things come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

The fig tree manifestly typifies Israel. 
We are witnessing today her shooting 
forth into nationhood once more. It was 
only in 1897 that the first Zionistic Con- 
gress was called. Then the possibility of 
their reoccupation of Palestine seemed 
hopeless, now some 307,000 are there, with 
the pledged support of all the countries 
represented in the League of Nations. 
Surely the time must be very near for the 
return of their Messiah and King. 


Irwin H. Linton 
Author of “A Lawyer and the Bible” 


BELIEVE the coming of the Lord 

is near at hand because the events and 
conditions which he carefully detailed as 
presaging his appearing, and which he 
said would be accompanied by fulfillment 
of the prophecy within the lifetime of the 
generation which saw them begin, are now 
so nearly complete. For instance: 

The distress and perplexity of men and 
nations. 

The “rushing to and fro” on sea, earth, 
and air. 

The lawlessness uniquely manifested at 
this time by the simultaneous oppressive 
multiplying of laws and almost universal 
disregard of them, and denial of validity 
to all restraints on human impulse and 
passion. 

The apostasy of the professed Church, 
which so largely. denies deity to the Lord 
who created it and efficacy to the blood 
he shed in redeeming it. 

The swelling antiphony of the “scoffing 
at the promise of his coming,” and the 
shout, “Behold, he cometh!” 


The discovery, after thousands of years, 
of the great “spoil” in the chemical wealth 
of the Dead Sea, where the Lord safely 
deposited the fertility thought to be hope- 
lessly leached and lost from the old “land 


of milk and honey,” which can so easily _ 


bring about the invasion by Russia fore- 
told in the thirty-eighth chapter of Ezekiel. 

The blossoming and refitting of the 
“promised land” for its people and the re- 
turn of the people to their land, just at 
the time when twilight seems settling on 
the governments and civilization of the 
Gentile nations as a result of their suicidal 
war, whose only tangible result was their. 
own undoing and the restoration of Pales- 
tine to the Jews. 

The “marking” and regimentation of men 
who buy and sell. 

The ghostly form of the reviving Roman 


Empire casting its shadow over coming - 


events, and the return of one nation after 
another to that first, most efficient, and most 
dangerous form of government by. “dic- 
tators,” or “tyrants” as the ancients so 
truly called them, in preparation for the 
super-dictator, to whom the others will 
cede their power, and who would seem to 
be so nearly manifest that the curtain of 
the world’s stage appears to flutter for his 
appearance upon it. 

And while one ponders these things and 
remembers that “the faithful witness, and 
the first begotten of the dead,” who fore- 
told them, said they would be the pre- 
cursers of his almost immediate appearance, 
the air resounds with shouts from news- 
stands and radios of the latest fearful and 
feverish events which show that the spir- 
itual rabies, which has maddened humanity 
ever since the serpent sank his fangs into 
Adam, has reached the delirium point, and 
that it is time for the Church to be up and 
away, “to see the King in his beauty and 
to behold the land that is very far off,” 
—to that place which centuries ago our 
Lord said he was going away to prepare 
for us and which must, by this time, be 
lovely enough to content even the artistic 
heart of the Creator of sunsets and autumn 
woods and be the fitting scene for joy 
great enough to satisfy even the heart of 
the Crucified One for the travail of his 
soul in redeeming us. 
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And with what homesickness the heart 
hums, while it waits: 


“They stand, those halls of Zion, all jubilant 
with song, 

And bright with many an angel and all the 
martyr throng. 

The Prince is ever in them, the daylight 
is serene. 

The pastures of the blesséd are decked in 
glorious sheen.” 


J. Davis Adams 
President Philadelphia School of the Bible 


BELIEVE the Lord’s coming for his 

saints is near because the “signs of the 
times” indicate that his return in power 
and great glory to judge the world and 
set up his Kingdom is near indeed. The 
Times of the Gentiles are fast running, 
out. The world is quickly heading up for 
the day of wrath and judgment, and the 
Church must be out. of the way before 
God can deal with Jacob and redeem him 
from the maw of the Gentiles. 

I know of no predicted event that must 
precede the “rapture,” hence he may come 
any time; but there are many events that 
must precede his “second coming,” or 
revelation in glory. 

Among “signs of the times,” we marvel 
at the rapidity with which changes are 
taking place in communication, in trans- 
portation, in the sciences. The thinking 
of a nation can be changed over night by 
the radio; our attitude toward sin can be 
changed from abhorrence to passive, if 
not active, participation; our laws can be 
flaunted, our Constitution winked at under 
the guise of “emergency” without effective 
protest; our children taught that sin is 
courage and pre-marital sexual relation . 
is the highest type of freedom from bond- — 
age; that an unmarried mother is not a 
sinner but deserving praise for having the 
courage to bring a new life in the world; 
the whole moral structure and world gov- 
ernment is in a state of flux—ready for 
anything. 

The Jews are being regathered from the 
nations of the world, their comfortable 
nests are being stirred up, and they are 
returning to Palestine and developing its 
resources to such an extent that it will 
be a spoil of untold value to the Gentile 
nations, ‘ 

The world is pleasure loving, having no 
use for sound doctrine and consequentiy 
turning to fables —and such fables! . The 
professing Church is losing its testimony. 
Let us therefore not sleep! 


Claiming Men for Christ 
in No Man's Land 


(Continued from page 275) 


“But it is not the church or the clergy 
that I fight,” answered the astonished 
youth, “but the Devil.” 

Then the priest descended to threats. 
“You cannot sell these .bad books, and 
if you do so I will see that the farmers 
do not give you their trade.” 

“Oh,” replied Geroom, “I see, you will 
take the bread out of my mouth.” 

“Yes, and if you start preaching in this 








278 * 


place I will persecute you to the death.” 
And so the priest left him. 

On a later Sunday, Geroom asked the 
burgomaster for permission to distribute 
Scriptures and preach in the village street. 
This permission was granted, and the 
burgomaster, shrugging his shoulders, 
laughingly remarked, “Geroom, are you 
going to try to convert us?” Mr. Huyghe 
had come from Poperinghe with a group 
of young people to assist in the meeting, 
and, as they began, the priest suddenly 
burst forth from the parish house crying, 
“I protest, I protest.” 

Quick-witted Huyghe immediately called 

to the people, who were now ringing them 
around, “See here comes another Protes- 
tant!” — which witticism at once gained 
his fun-loving Flemish crowd and the day 
was won. 
_ At that meeting it was announced that 
each Tuesday a meeting would be held in 
Geroom’s blacksmith forge. Mr. Huyghe 
confesses that he faced: that first meeting 
with considerable apprehension. Would 
there be twenty people bold enough to 
brave the ire of the priest and the stigma 
of attending a religious service in such a 
place? He acknowledges that the Lord 
did such a wondrous thing at that first 
meeting as to make him blush for his timid 
doubts, for, two hours before the time 
announced, the forge was filled to over- 
flowing ! 

As Mr. Huyghe looked into the faces 
before him, he thought he had never seen 
an assemblage of more criminal aspect; 
the men and women were sitting on the 
floor or on crossbeams or boards, the room 
was dense. with tobacco smoke, and he 
said to himself, “What will happen here 
tonight?” 

The little organ was opened up and a 
hymn announced, and at once, as if by 
magic, every other sound ceased. During 
the prayer and sermon, still the silence 
was unbroken,—so absolute that, as he 
quaintly. put it, “one could hear a fly cough.” 
Before the preaching was done, more than 
one could be seen wiping away the falling 
tears. i 

Every week now from seventy to ninety 
people assemble in this makeshift hall and 
conversions are constantly taking place. A 
young man only twenty-one, his head ban- 
daged as a result of a recent brawl, who 
had already spent seven years in prison, 
came one day to Mr. Huyghe, crying out, 
“Teach me to pray as you do, that I may 
change my life!’ He had still a seven- 
month term to fill in jail, but behind the 
bars he is today happy in Christ. A lead- 
ing socialist and his wife are among the 
seekers. 

One cannot even hint at the appalling 
moral conditions prevailing here in this 
region, a veritable “no man’s land” of in- 
iquity, in which German, English, and 
French ex-soldiers are associated with the 
Belgian population in lawless promiscuity. 
But out of this debased population God 
is calling a people for his Name, and the 
priest who threatened death to Geroom 
has himself been thrice smitten by strokes 
of apoplexy. “Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?” “No,” we can confidently an- 
swer, and He who has begun so marvelous 
a work of salvation among these villagers 
is able, as we. pray, to carry on His work 
to its perfection. 

Brussets, BELGruM. 
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Sugia’s Jewels 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6 E HAVE come from away over the 

hills, Miss Sahib. -Have pity, and 
take in this little one, for we cannot bear 
to see her die.” 

The speaker was a man belonging to 
the shepierd caste in North India, who 
stood with a small, frail, half-starved child 
clinging to his hand. Miss White knew 
that a famine was so bad in that region 
that the sheep were all dying, and the 
shepherds and their families were starving. 

“My school is really for other children,” 
she said, “but yes, I will take her,” for, 
somehow the young missionary’s heart was 
touched by the suffering on the faces of 
both. 

“What is your name, little one?” she 
asked gently, and the small creature whis- 
pered “Sugia.” 

“Well, now, I will take you to our kind 
school mother, and she will take off those 
soiled clothes and make you look ever so 
different.” 

So little Sugia was taken in and lovingly 
treated, for the sake of the Saviour who 
had watched over this. poor shepherd’s 
child. 

At first she was so weak that Miss 
White despaired of keeping her alive. 
Sugia had such a poor little starved body, 
but she possessed a wonderful mind. She 
learned very quickly and pleased her 
teachers in every way. Some of the other 
girls were very jealous of her and were often 
disagreeable, but Sugia was wonderfully 
patient and sweet-tempered. But she could 
not play very well with the others in games 
and sports, for she could hardly run at all. 

Miss White found her sitting under the 
banyan tree one morning watching the 
girls at their games. 

“Well, Sugia, feeling sorry because you 
can’t play, too?” 

“No, Miss Sahib, not today, for I had a 
dream fast night that makes me very 
happy.” 

“What was it, Sugia?” said Miss White, 
knowing how much Indian people believe 
in dreams. 

“Oh,” cried the child, her face glowing, 
“I saw the Lord Jesus in the most beau- 
tiful place you can imagine, and there 
were tuts and lots of children with him, 
all so happy and singing for joy.” 

“How delightful, Sugia; didn’t you want 
to stay there all together?” 

“Yes, Miss Sahib, but the kind, loving 
Jesus spoke to me and said, ‘Go down to 
earth again, my little Sugia, and tell other 
boys and girls how much I want them all 
to. come here by and by, and every one 
you help io bring will be a jewel in the 
crown I have here for you to wear some 
day. Then, Miss Sahib, he showed me a 
lovely little gold crown, with tiny, empty 
holes made for precious jewels. I looked 
round at the other children, and I saw 
some had one or two jewels set in their 
crowns, but many had none at all.” 

“Well, Sugia, it was a wonderful dream, 
and best of all it has a true meaning. We 
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~ heavenly crown. 
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must try to win somebody else to love 
the Lord Jesus, so that the crowns may 
not be without one jewel at least.” 

“But what can I do?” asked Sugia. “All 
the children here know and worship God, 
and there are no others about.” 

“Wait and ask God to show you, my 
child, some way of helping the others out- 
side, and when you go home again you will 
have many a chance.” 

But God in his love and wisdom was 
planning something better for little Sugia 
‘than to return to the poor hut in the 
hills. , 

When the first examinations came along, 
to the surprise of even her teachers, Sugia 
won first prize for Bible knowledge. The 
examiner awarded her two rupees, seeing 
she had been at school so short a time 
compared with the others. To this poor 
little starved child two rupees (about™ one 
dollar) seemed a big fortune. How many 
things she could buy with such riches! 
Now she could get a pair of earrings, such 
as all Indian girls wear and love. There 
would be enough beside for some colored 
glass beads and ornaments. She knew the 
girls all despised her for having nothing 
at all, and, although Miss Sahib did not 
like them to wear jewelry in school, still 
they all had them in their boxes to look 
at and admire together. Only Sugia had 
none, and so she was never asked to join 
in with the other girls.. 

All night long -she could hardly sleep 
because she was planning how to spend 
her two rupees, and she thought with joy 
“oi the others all coming to admire her 
treasures. Suddenly she remembered her 
dream and the jewels needed for her 
“Miss Sahib was telling 
us yesterday,” she thought, “about the chil- 
dren down in the bazaar who have never 
heard about Jesus and how they beg for 
those little Gospel books with pictures. 
How I longed to have some money and 
buy lots for Miss Sahib to give them! Two 
rupees would get so many, and the children 
can never go to Heaven if they don’t know 
and love Jesus. Perhaps I could give one 
rupee, or just keep enough for one cheap 
bangle.” 

Still Sugia -was not satisfied, and next 
day Miss White received a tear-stained 
little packet containing her whole prize. 
She was very touched, but she little thought 
that this was to be Sugia’s one opportunity 
of winning some jewels for her heavenly 
crown, 

Shortly after that many children in the 
school were taken sick, and frail little 
Sugia was taken from their midst. But 
her costly gift was not in vain, for it was 
blessed and used, so that Sugia will not 
be without jewels in her heavenly crown. 

“Little children, little children, 
Who love their Redeemer, 


Are the jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own.” 


WortHine, Sussex, Enc. 
we 


Let us have done with outward forms, 
and rites, and ceremonies, which are not 
of Christ’s ordaining, and let us know noth- 
thing save Christ crucified; for that which 
_ts not of the living Lord is a mere piece of 
funeral pomp, fit for the cemeteries of for- 
malists, whose whole religion is a shoveling 
in of dust on coffin lids —S purgeon. 
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LESSON 5. MAY 5. SIN, REPENTANCE, - 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 3:1-24; Isaiah 1:10-20, Mark 24049, ‘Pke t 
Romans 1:18-32, 3:10-18, 5:1-11, printed textpkoke 15: 11-2 


Golden Text.—If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.—1 John 1:9 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 15 : 11-24 


Kino James VERSION 


Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me 
jo — of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them 

is living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living. , 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in 
that land; and he began to be in want. é 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; 
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that 
the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. ; 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger ! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as 
one of thy hired servants. 

zo And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. , 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 and 
the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion 
of *thy substance that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
living. .13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all 
together and took his journey into a far country; and there he 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began 
to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to one of. the 
citizens of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. 16 And he would fain * have filled his belly with * the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 But when 
he came to himself he said, How many hired servants of my father’s 
have bread enough and to spare, and I perish here with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 19 I am no more 
worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 
zo And he arose, and came to his father. But while he was yet 
afar off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and ‘kissed him. 21 And the son said 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 
I am no more worthy to be called thy son®. 22 But the father said 
to his ° servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a. ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 and 
bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and make merry: 
24 for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found. And they began to be merry. 


1Gr., the. ®Many ancient authorities read have been filled. 


and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, 


and be merry : 


24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 


and is found. And they began to be merry. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Colombia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 HIS man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them.” That was the 
Pharisaic description of the Sav- 

iour of the world. With sneering con- 

tempt they called the Lord of glory “this 
man,” ‘and with proud and bitter murmur- 
ing they brought their accusation against 
his loving mercy. Are you glad that he 
still receives sinners? Where would we 
be if he did not? Let us stand with those 
publicans and sinners pressing upon Christ, 
and learn anew what sin and repentance 
and faith mean. Have we the heart of a 
penitent sinner, or the heart of a proud, 
self-righteous Pharisee? They counted 
themselves the interpreters of the heart 
of God, and accused Jesus of being different 
from God. He answers in the parables 
of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the 
lost son, which reveal the heart of the 
Father in his treatment of sinners. This 
is the setting of the incomparable story 
of the Prodigal Son, the pearl of parables, 
which has passed into the heart of every 
generation as an unforgettable picture of 
sin and its consequence, and of the heavenly 

Father’s heart of love for a straying sinner. 

The Historical Setting 

The Scripture passages begin with the 
sin in the Garden of Eden, at least four 
thousand years before Christ, include the 
parable of the Prodigal, spoken in Perea 
in A. D. 29 or 30, and close with the pas- 

sages from Romans, written about 58. 


3 Gr., the pods of the carob tree, ‘*Gr., kissed him much. * Some 
ancient authorities add make me as one of thy hired servants. See 


verse 19. °Gr., bondservants. 
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Verse by Verse 


Luke 15: 11-24.—Parable of the Prodigal 
Son, Read this matchless story aloud (not 
stopping at verse 24!); notice how many 
minutes it takes, and note the secrets of 
its gripping power. Every sentence is a 
picture. Not a word could be omitted. 
It is vivid, full of action, full of human 
interest. No other parable has formed 
the text for so many sermons, because 
there is no story that lends itself to so 
many lessons upon life. The young man, 
tired of the humdrum life at home, the 
wealth freely given into his hand, the far 
country, the riotous living, the wasted 
money and the lost friends, the famine, the 
shame, the swine — lowest level for a Jew- 
ish lad to fall, then the memory of home 
with its comforts and love, the repentance 
and the return—how many thousands of 
times has the story been lived out in every 
land, and how many thousands of appeals 
to repent have been based on this story! 

Like all our Lord’s parables, this par- 
able has one great central message, and 
all the vivid details of the story fit per- 
fectly into that central truth. The father 
represents the heavenly Father, not in 
every respect, of course, but in respect 
to his attitude toward an undeserving sin- 


ner. The younger son represents the pub- 


licans and sinners who were crowding to 
hear Jesus. The fact that he is a “son” 
does not mean that he must represent a 
Christian gone astray. Nor does it mean 
that God is the Father of all men, though 
it is true that he has a Father’s heart of 
love toward men who have gone astray, 
who were by creation his children. The 
elder brother represents the murmuring 
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scribes and Pharisees, who did not share 
the joy of the heavenly Father over re- 
penting sinners. The climax of the story 
is the reception that the father gives the 
penitent son, followed by his dealing with 
the murmuring son, who refused to share 
the joy over one who was lost, but now is 
found, who was dead, but now is alive. 
The spiritual message is a message of the 
Father’s heart, a heart of infinite, tender, 
compassionate love toward a sinner who 
is not only undeserving but who deserves 
condemnation and punishment. The for- 

’ giving love is expressed in the joy of the 
Father, and in bringing the repentant sin- 
ner into all the riches of Christ. 

The parable is not dealing with the atone- 
ment or with the Holy Spirit, any’ more 
than it is with the incarnation, the deity 
of Christ, the Resurrection, though all 
these are essential to salvation. Nor is 
the parable dealing with a plan of salva- 
tion “under law,” but with great eternal 
truths concerning sin and the heart of God, 
which are the same in all dispensations. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Only a returning prodigal can understand 
the meaning of the parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son. Have we personally experienced 
the forgiving love of God? Have we felt 
his arms around us?. Not unless we have 
first seen our sin. He came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners. We need not 
go into the outward sins of that prodigal. 
But we have all been prodigals — wasting 
God’s gifts; we have lived and thought 
and talked as though Christ had never 
loved us and given himself for us. When 
we come to ourselves and see our sin, the 
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height of our expectation is that we might 
receive, — though we do not deserve even 
that,— fhe place of a hired servant. It 
never enters into our natural heart to con- 
ceive the love and mercy of a God who can 
forgive and treat us as though we had 
never sinned, and then shower upon us the 
blessings that belong only to his well-be- 
loved Son. To see sin in the light of Cal- 
vary leads to repentance,—turning from 
death-dealing sin, and to faith, — turning to 
the life-giving God of all grace. 


Lesson Outlines 


Tue Lesson PASSAGES 


1. Sin: Origin. Results. Cure. (Gen. 
3: 1-24; Luke 15: 11-24; Rom. 1: 18-32; 
3: 10-18; 5: I-11.) 

2. Repentance: Seeing sin. Sorrow for 
sin, Turning from sin, (Isa, 1: 10-20; 
Luke 15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39.) 

3. Faith: Believing the truth —con- 
vinced in the mind. Feeling the truth 
—convicted in the heart. Doing the 
truth — committed in the will. (Mark 2: 
1-12; Acts 2: 32-39; Rom. 5: 1-11.) 


‘Tue Propicat’s BrocRAPHY 
1. Wandering into. sin. 
2.-Suffering in sin. 
3. Repenting of sin. 
4. Welcomed to the Father’s house. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Sin. “Sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3: 
4). “All unrighteousness is sin’ (1 John 
5:17). The sum of God’s law is to love 
God with all our being, and our neighbor 
as ourselves (Matt. 22: 36-40). That is 
“righteousness.” Anything in thought or 
word or deed, contrary to this love, is sin. 
When sin entered through the temptation 
and fall of our first parents, three results 
followed: 1. Adam lost his original right- 
eousness, 2. He came under the penalty 
of sin, which is eternal death. 3. He was 
defiled in his nature, and became a sinner. 
All mankind sinned in Adam and fell 
with him. Sin is in the nature, and not 
merely in the will, The acts of sin spring 
from the nature. Salvation from sin must 
care for the three things Adam lost: 
Christ perfectly kept the law, and his right- 
eousness is put to the account of those who 
repent and believe. Christ paid the pen- 
alty for our sin. We are born of the 
Spirit, and when salvation is complete we 
shall be sinless, like our Lord (1 John 3: 2). 


Repentance and Faith. Repentance and 
faith belong together. None can truly re- 
pent who does not believe God’s testimony 
concerning sin, and his testimony concern- 
ing his Son, our Saviour. None can be- 
lieve without repenting. Repentance is not 
something for the Jews only, but for all 
who have sinned. Paul preached repent- 
ance and faith both to Jews and Gentiles 
(Acts 20: 21; 26:20). Repentance includes 
sorrow for sin, but its essential point is that 
with hatred toward the sin we turn from 
it unto God. 

Confession of Sin. Confusion and dis- 
aster may result from mistaken public or 
group confession of sins, or from private 
confession when it is not required or not 
wise. Yet confession is very important: 
to God; to those we have wronged; to 
spiritual persons who may be of help; to 
the congregation, if the sin has been public 
(Psa. 32:5; 1 John 1:9; Matt. 3:6; Jas. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

5. May 5&.—Sin, Repentance, and Faith. 
Genesis 3 : 1-24; Isaiah 1 : 10-20; Mark 
2:1-12; Luke 15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32- 

39; Romans 1 : 18-32; 3 : 10-18; 5: 1-11 

6. May 12—The Christ'an Church ..Mat- 
thew 16: 13-20; Mark 4: 26-32; Acts 
2:41-47; Romans’ 12: 4-8; Ephesians 
1315-23; 2:13-22; 4: 1-163; § : 22-273 

1 Timothy 3: 35 

7. May 19.—Baptism. Matthew 3: 13-17; 

2:19, 20; Acts 2:38, 41; 8 : 26-39; 
Romans 6: 1-14 

8. May 26.—The Lord’s Supper. Matthew 
26 : 17-30; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 

9. June 2.—Ou1r Day of Worship. Genesis 
2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 
1003 John 4:20-24; Acts 20:7; 

Colossians 3 : 15-17 
10. June g9—The Holy Spirit (Pentecost 
Lesson). Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 11 :9- 
13; John 3: 5-8; 14:16, 17, 26; 15: 
26, 27; 16: 7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; 
Romans 8 : 1-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 
12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 145 3: 
14°21; 4: 1-6, 30 
11, June 16.—Christian Stewardship. Deu- 
teronomy. 8: 11-20; Malachi 3: 7-12; 
Matthew 25 : 14-30; 1 Corinthians 16: 
2; 2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
12, June 23.—Christian Missions. Genesis 
12:1-3; Isaiah 4§ : 22; 49 : 6; os 
3:1-10; Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 1: 
6-8; 13 : 1-12; 16 : 6-10; 6: 12-20 
13. June 30.—Liberty Under Law (Temper- 
ance Lesson). 
Romans 14 : 13-21; 1 Corinthians 8 : 9-13 








5:16; Matt. 5:23, 24; 6:12; Luke 17: 4; 
Job 33: 27; Prov. 28:13). Confession be- 
fore God should be for definite sins, with 
humility, with prayer, with full forsaking 
of the sin (Lev. 5:5; Exod. 32:32; 2 
Chron. 7:14). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Accept God’s view of sin. How fearful 
is the picture of sin from Genesis to Rev- 
elation! We need conviction, not alone of 
outward expressions of sins, but of the 
fact that the natural heart of every human 
being is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked. Men are lost. 


Have we repented? Some have never 
known real salvation because they have 
never seen the need for conviction of sin 
and repentance, 


Repentance must be evidenced by restitu- 
tion. The forgiven sinner will hasten to 
make such restitution as he can for sins 
of lying or stealing or whatever is. revealed 
to him. 


Go after lost souls. We should make 
our life and service center in the bringing 
home of lost souls, and thus share the 
Father’s joy. 

Do we have saving faith? When there 
is conviction of sin, faith simply means 
believing what God says when he tells us 
that he who believes on the Son has eternal 
life (John 3:36). Such faith will include 
repentance, and surrender of the life. 

Christians need to répent and believe, 
Three classes of Christians may be men- 
tioned whe need to confess sin and yield 
themselves to Christ, trusting him for for- 
giveness and for victory. 1. Those who 
have gone into outward sins, or have defi- 
nitely stepped out of the place of abiding. 


2. Those who are defeated, either because. 


of lack of surrender or through ignorance 
and unbelief, need to surrender and believe 


April 20, 1935 


God for victory. 3. Those who are abid- 
ing in Christ need day by day to confess 
sins that the Spirit reveals to them, turn 
from them, and trust Christ for victory. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The prodigal “came to himself”: sin is 
a form of insanity. 

Paul, in setting forth God’s way of sav- 
ing men, begins with sin abounding, 
abounding because of its universality and 
its intensity: there is not one who is not 
under sin, and each man is defiled in his 
whole nature by sin. 


When sin is seen to be exceeding sinful, 
then grace is seen to be unsearchable in 
its riches of overflowing love. 

The faith of four friends, joined to the 
faith of the palsied man, called forth the 
miracle of Christ’s forgiveness of his sins: 
let us have faith for our friends. 


The heart of God the Father is like the 
heart of the Saviour who received those 
publicans and sinners, 


There are three words that no diesen 
could give the meaning of, unless the Word 
4 gg had defined them: sin, repentance, 

ai 


There are two truths that the natural 
man will not receive: that the human heart 
is black, and that this black heart can be 
made as white as snow. 


Cotumata, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and eyes character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkiri,’ 

rs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 

given on a later page of this issue? 


— is repentance unto life? 


What very definite statement does 
ohn castes about the Father’s readiness to 
orgive the repentant sinner who confesses his 
sin 


3. Why is it that so many Christians, after 


a confessing, and_ being forgiven, 


commit the same sin again? 


4. Is it possible to be freed fiom besetting 
as = as bad temper, a lying tongue, and 
e like 


5. What was the difference between Peter’s 


repentance and that of Judas? 


6. Can you find two_ striking statements 
about what sin is, in First John; one is a 
statement in three words (in R. V.), and the 
other in four words. 


7. Is it necessary to repent in order to 
be saved? If so, how can we say that all 
that is necessary is to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

8. Is there a faith or belief that does not 
save? Is it right to call this “head belief,” 
as contrasted with “heart belief” ? 

9. What is a Modernistic interpretation of 
the parable of the Prodigal Son, and why is 
it wrong? 

10. Is the central message, or truth, of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son a message on 
sin, or repentance, or faith? Or is it some- 
thing else? 

11, What three things happened to Adam 
as a result of his sin, results which passed 
on to all human beings? How does Christ 
eare for these things in saving us? 

12, What e shows that our faith for 
others may ‘influence their salvation? . Does 
this mean that one can be saved without his 
own faith? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given. 


on page 284 of this issue. 
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Lesson for May 5 


The Illustration Round Table 


“LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_ explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good supetcatess 
are constantly having to be rejected b 
editors, which might otherwise be availab ." 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


a ae ere 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

When Sin is Not Noticed.—Took his 
journey into a far country, and there wasted 
his substance in riotous living (Luke 15: 
13). How often we commit one sin in 
order to hide another, or to drive another 


from our thoughts! One is reminded of 


the owner of an old car who said to his 
companion, “You don’t notice that knock 
in the engine so much now, do you?” “No,” 
was the reply; “how -did you manage it?” 
“Oh, I just loosened one of the mud 
guards.”—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Good Ending to Any Story.—I will 
orise and go to my father (v. 18). A 
writer tells of a little person of some three 
years who was insatiably fond of stories. 
When there was no one to tell them to 
her, she made them up herself. The in- 
variable ending of these stories was, “And 
him went home to him’s muvver.” Bears, 
lions, tigers, even elephants and crocodiles 
passed through the most agitating and 
unusual adventures, but in the end they 
all went home to their mother. That was 
an astonishing bit of wisdom to be evolved 
by a person of three. The greatest philos- 
ophy of life has long since been stated, 
“When he came to himself, he said ... I 
will arise and go to my father.”—From 
The Sunday at Home. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Would We Prize the Knife?—Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, ond before 
thee (v. 18). Spurgeon says, “If 4 had 
a dear brother who had: been murdered, 
what would you think of me if I valued 
the knife which had been crinisoned with 
his blood? If I made a friend of the mur- 
derér, and daily consorted with the assas- 
sin who drove the dagger into my brother’s 
heart, surely I, too, must be an accomplice 
in the crime. Sin murdered Christ; will 
you be a friend to it? Sin pierced the 
heart of the incarnate God; can you love 


it?—From Senior B. Y. P. U. Quarterly.’ 


Sent by Mrs. W. M. Hammond, Salisbury, 
Mo. 


The Only Fitness Needed.— And am no 
more worthy to be called thy som (v. 19). 
An aged saint told the writer that as a 
young girl, aroused and anxious about her 
spiritual condition, she picked up from the 
pavement a page from a hymn book and 
read this verse: 


Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him. 


She saw, believed, and was saved on the 
spot.—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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The Heathen Father’s Welcome.— 
Kissed him (v. 20). T. R. Stevenson, of 
Shanghai, says a wealthy merchant of Can- 
ton had two sons, the elder’ a dissipated 
youth who companied with thieves and 
gamblers, and was driven from home after 
wasting his share of the patrimony. Re- 
duced to beggary, he joined a band of rob- 
bers who entered his father’s house and 
stole his chest of money. His crime was 
discovered, and the father sent a trusty 
to tell him that-on the promise of a bet- 
ter life he would be forgiven, and might 
return. The servant found him in penury, 
and advised him that the time to reform 
was now or never. He relented and went 
to his father’s house, and was received 
with every mark of joy, even a banquet 
being prepared to celebrate the reconcilia- 
tion, but, the dish set before him was poi- 
soned, and that night he died in agony. 
Nothing was done to call the father to 
account, as in Chinese law the son is the 
father’s chattel to do with as he will. To 
such our missionaries are teaching the 
truth of Luke 15.—Selected. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


In the Sinner’s Seat.—I have sinned 
against heaven (v. 21), In meetings held 
in Shanghai, China, the writer heard the 
testimony of a young German. After days 
attending the lesson on Romans without 
finding peace (though himself a religious 
worker) he stopped one day at the meet- 
ing door, and said, “This day I will pick 
me out a seat and I will call it the sinner’s 
seat, and I will go and sit down, putting 
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away my righteousness or any trust in my 
church membership, or my so-called Chris- 
tian work. I will be an ordinary sinner 
and nothing else.” At the close of that 
meeting the young man was praising God 
in public testimony. The moment he took 
the sinner’s seat the Gospel which before 
seemed so difficult came, as he put it, “like 
an anthem of silver bells right into my 
soul.”"—From “Romans,” by the Rev. W. 
R. Newell. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can, Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee for thy abounding 
mercy, thy undeserved favor? We thank thee 
for thy forbearance and merciful forgiveness. 
As we study this lesson today, may we real- 
ize more than ever before how thou art ever 
seeking the lost, and thy welcome is full of 
compassion, and thy love dismisses the memory 
of our sin, and receives us unto thyself with- 
out reservations. We thank thee today for him 
who reconciles man to thyself, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. If any of us here have 
wandered far from the Father’s house, may we 
come quickly back, knowing that there is great 
rejoicing when the lost is found. We ask this 
in the name of our Redeemer. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Just before the Jes- 
son that we have studied today are two 
others on the lost that was found, — the 
Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, both in this 
fifteenth chapter of Luke. This lesson is 
our Lord’s wonderful parable telling of the 
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love of the father for the son who had 
wandered so far away, and how he received 
him. He did not even. wait for the son 
to come right to him where he stood, but 
he saw him a great way off and ran, and 
kissed him. .How quickly the son made his 
confession! How glad the father was to 
receive him! Did you notice that he spent 
no time in rebuking this son who was found 
again, but lavished upon him every sign 
of fatherly love? It is well for us that God 
does that with the sinner who comes to him 
through Christ in confession of his sin, in 
repentance, and in faith. Let us not forget 
that we who trust him have the same 
heavenly Father that our Lord is explain- 
ing to those around him, especially. these 
Pharisees who looked down so upon the 
sinner, It is through the love and mercy 
of God that we are here today. We ought 
not to delay one moment in committing 
ourselves to him with thankful hearts, and 
swift obedience. Let us pray. 
EJOICING 


FATHER 
‘THE SON ESTORED 
REPENT! BELIEVE! 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Wayward Nation.—And there 
wasted his substance with riotous living 
(Luke 15:13). Here we come to one of 
the Lord Jesus’ greatest stories, This 
story of the forgiving father and wayward 
boy will last as long as human heart 
strings can vibrate. Bayard Taylor in one 
of his poems says: 


Each one thought a different name, 
But all sang “Annie Laurie.” 


This same thing can be said of the 
story of the “Prodigal.” Many thousands 
are the young men and young women who 
have, in ages past, “taken the journey into 
a far country.” And many who having 
discovered the mistake and been convicted 
of sin have arisen and hastened back, sure 
of the Father’s welcome and kiss of for- 
giveness, 

Here is some “free verse” I wrote dur- 
; ing the “hard times” of 1932-1933, to indi- 
cate when “good times” might be expected 
back. Up to the fall of 1929 the U. S. A. 
had been on a wasteful and disgraceful 
“spree.” Then the inevitable happened, 
and Uncle Sam found himself among the 
hogs, — hungry, naked, and out of a good 
job. 


Listen wunst :— 

When Uncle Sam says to himself, 

“I will arise and go to my Father 
And say, ‘Father, I have sinned 
Against Heaven and in thy sight,’” 
The Father, as of old, will see him 
A great way off 

And run to meet him 

And will fall on his neck, 

Give him the kiss of Forgiveness, 

Put the best robe of Prosperity on him, 
Slip the ring of Trust on his finger, 
Fit the shoes of Joy to his feet, 
Then this “Fed Up” calf of Depression, — 
Bawling bull calf of Distrust, — 
Will be kiiled for the “party,” 

Miss Full Order Book and her mate, 
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Mr. Fat Pay Envelope, 

Will dance and make merry, 

And the whole wide world will rejoice, 

For the Prosperous Uncle Sam who. was 
dead 


IS ALIVE AGAIN! 


And what goes for “Uncle Sam’? goes 
for the rest of the family. 


Ourself.—When he came to himself (v. 
17). It is when a man beholds himself 
in his helplessness before God that he be- 
comes sane. Sam Jones, the famous 
Southern evangelist, used to say, “The 
story of the Prodigal Son reflects as a 
mirror my whole self.” Ditto for the most 
of us. “All we like sheep have gone 
astray” (Isa. 53:6). 

Dr. Biederwolf in his sermon “The 
Prodigal Sen” quotes Sam Jones and tells 
this story: An eccentric colored evan- 
gelist gave out he was going to preach 
a funeral sermon the next night. The 
church was packed. Pall bearers carried 
the coffin down the aisle and it was cov- 
ered with tiowers. The preacher began by 
saying the person in the coffin was about 


the “meanest” man in town. He told all . 


about his sins and shortcomings. His text 
was, “In hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments.” At the close of the sermon 
amid sobs all over the house, the flowers 
were taken off, the lid lifted, and the audi- 
ence invited to file by and see the rascal 
whose funeral had just been preached. A 
large mirror had been placed in the bot- 
tom of the coffin! 

It was when this young man saw him- 
self with the garments of riches torn away 
and the cold shoulders of supposed friends 
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turned- to him, he realized he~ ‘had. been: 
living in the fool’s paradise. It.was then 
“Back Home and Broke” for our -hero. 
A fellow even when he goes to the bow- 
wows never gets altogether away .from 
the old home ties and religion. “Let. me 
have them until seven” has a great philo- 
sophical truth under. it. From the sort 
of Father the story shows we can judge 
the sort of home. Sooner or lateft, back 
the wanderer is drawn—after he comes 
to himself (John 10: 28, 29). 


God’s Way.—Bring hither the fatted 
calf... and let us eat, and be merry (v. 
23). When this scapegrace of a wastrel 
came sneaking back home, a ragged tramp, 
with nowhere else to go, you as the 
good, steady old stay-at-home-helping- 
father brother would not have patiently 
and uncomplainingly stood for this - big 
jollification either. No, siree, you wouldn’t. 
As you said to the hired hand, “Abou Ben 
Ezra, this shindig is not a square deal, and 
I am going to tell father so.” : 

But there was nothing to be done about 
it. That happens to be the heavenly 
Father’s way. That poor fellow who was 
electrocuted the other day was saved just 
as the thief on the cross was, and had his 
“supper” in Paradise, no matter if you 
didn’t like it and in your mind had consigned 
him to-that Other Place. God saves the 
returning sinner, no matter who. That is 
what he sent the Teller of this story to do 
(Luke 15:7, 18, 19). 

Some years ago, on a business trip, I 
found myself sitting on a well waiting for 
a trolley in the town of Spencer, Mass. 
You have never heard of the place, have 
you? Right in front of where I sat was 
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Lesson for May 5 


“@ beautiful monument: to three . country 
blacksmiths. There was a bronze low re- 
“lief represeritation of a country blacksmith 
shop, Also three medallions, the three 
Howe brothers. William invented the truss 
bridge that bears his name— “The Howe 
Truss.” Elias invented the sewing machine. 
Tyler invented the spring bed. Is it any 
wonder the little town honors them as 
* great benefactors of the world. That is 

earth’s way. 

But when it is failure, disgrace, “back 
home and broke,” repentant, and .“no- 
/ more-worthy,” God has the “fatted calf” 


ready and the party all arranged. That | 


is God’s way. You do not have to invent 
things or be a benefactor in order for 
Heaven to make merry. Just come to 
yourself and come Home (Luke 24: 47). 
CoaTESvILLE, Pa. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


You will need for this lesson a gold ring, 
and a drawing of the fatted calf, to be 
colored, to send home with each child. 











Dp” you ever hear of a boy that just 

wouldn’t stay at home, but -he ran 
away from home? Maybe you ran away 
from home once, and had to be punished. 
You didn’t know there was a story in the 
Bible-about a runaway boy, did you? This 
one didn’t run away without telling his 
father, but he said he wanted his share 
of his father’s money, so he could go away 
and have a good time. I think he went 
to some big city, and he had a gay time, 
and lots of friends, until his money was 
all gone, and then he didn’t have a friend 
left. And he was very hungry, and nobody 
gave him a thing to eat. He got a job 
feeding hogs, and he was so hungry he 
ate some of the hogs’ feed. And I know 
his clothes were all worn out, and he was 
very homesick. He must have sat down by 
the hog trough and cried. He Was a big 
boy, but he wasn’t very old, and he thought 
about what good things he used to have 
to eat in his father’s house. Then he re- 
menibered that even the servants at home 
had good food. Oh, how he did want to 
go home! But he had been awfully mean 
and unkind to his father. ‘You see, his 
father hadn’t wanted him to leave home, 
but he had said a lot of things about go- 
ing away and making his fortune, probably, 
—and he had failed. 

But he felt worse and worse until one 
day he said to himself, “I’m going home 
to my father. I’m not good enough to 
be his son, but T’ll see if he will let me 
come home and be one of his servants, 
and work for him. Tl tell him how 
ashamed and sorry I am for the way I 
have acted.” And he started home. I’m 


sure he went just as fast as he could. 


And when he came in sight of home, he 
saw somebody. coming down the road, and 
who do you think it was? His father! 
‘And he took the boy in his arms and 
kissed him, and the boy tried to tell him 
how sorry he was, and that he would be 
a servant, but his father called the serv- 
ants, and told them to bring. out -the best 
clothes and shoes, and put them on the 
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son, and a ring on his finger! Rings 
on our fingers often don’t mean much, 
though sore of us have some we like very 
much, because. somebody we love gave them 
to us. But rings in that country were a 
sign of great honor, 

A king gave a ring to one he was mak- 
ing a great man in his kingdom. This 
father was giving this son who was sorry, 
the highest honors he could, putting on the 
best clothes and shoes, and a ring. 

And then the father told the servants 
to go out and kill the fat calf they had 
been saving for company, and they did, 
and had a great feast. They were so 
happy about this son coming home again 
that they sang and danced for joy. 

Maybe you never have gone away from 
home, but I’m sure every one of you has 
said and done naughty things to Mother 
and brothers and sisters, and to Daddy, 
too: And when we sin against people, 
we sin against God, too, for évery sin is 
against God. And after we sin, we are 
sorry, but sometimes we are not sorry 
enough to go and tell them about it. We 
must be sorry enough to confess our sin, 
or else we are not very sorry. If the boy 
in our lesson had never gone home to tell 
his father how sorry he was, his father 
would never have known, and he couldn’t 
have given him the gold ring. 

Sometimes people think they are so 
wicked God can’t forgive them, but our 
Memory Verse (Psa. 86: 5a) tells us he 
will forgive. - And now I am going to give 
each of you a picture of a calf like the one 
they killed for the feast,. and I want you 
to print the Memory Verse on it, so when 
you see a calf, you are going to remember 
this story, and God’s wonderful love and 
forgiveness. 


Mopesto, CAL. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Lost Boy. 


_ Discussion: What is being truly sorry, and 
‘what are the best evidences of repentance? 


Objective: Taking the path of humiliation 

to restoration. 

AY, fellows, this fifteenth chapter of 

the Gospel according to Luke is taken 
up entirely with three stories which our 
Lord Jesus told—all for the same pur- 
pose: to show that God the Father loves 
the sinner. He: hates sin, but loves ‘the 
sinner; and Jesus Christ came to “seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). One of these three stories is 
about a “lost coin,” another is about a 
“lost sheep,” and the third is about a “lost 
boy.” They were all lost, but each one in 
a different way. The coin was lost; its 
owner knew it was lost and was deeply 
concerned; but the coin of course did not 
know it. was lost, because a coin has no 
life, no consciousness. - The sheep was lost; 
its owner knew it was lost and was deeply 
concerned to find it; also the sheep knew 
it was lost—you could hear it bleating 
its distress out there; but the sheep did 
not know how to get back home. Now the 
lost boy. He was lost and his father was 
deeply concerned for him. He, too, knew 
he was lost, and furthermore (different 
from all) he knew the way back home! 
That makes a vast difference. 
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Our Lord told the story of the lost boy, 
not so much to condemn ‘him for his - folly; 
but rather to show that fine thing he did 
when he fully ‘realized his mistake. He 
knew the way back to his father’s house, 
and he picked himself up and went there. 
In his pride he might have said, “I will 
not return; I know my father loves me and 
would forgive me, but I would be humili- 
ated by my older brother —and I cannot 
stand to be humiliated!” How foolish that 
would have been. He would have gone 
from bad to worse. Miserable as his case 
was — penniless, hungry, and heartsick — 
he could yet go lower in the scale of mis- 
ery.. If. he had, in his pride, remained 
by the hog trough, he would have grown 
hungrier, more ragged, and more- miser- 
able; and maybe, in a few days the hogs 
would have béen rooting his body around 
in the muck. That is the course of unre- 
pented sin and pride. It does not stand 
still; it drifts and drifts and goes on down 
into hopeless despair and death. 

But the boy did not commit that worst 
of all folly. He said to himself, doubtless, 
“This is bad enough, but I could go lower; 
but I will not; I will arise and go to my 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








SIN, REPENTANCE, AND FAITH 




















284 * 


PALESTINE “i oars $670 


JULY 10 TO AUGUST 27 
by the new “ Normandie"’ ant the ‘Ile de 
France."" Select personally cond party. 
Write for itineraries and all information to 


JOHN W. LEA, 7*Phitedcipiia, Pa 


4 Powerful Faith Tonics 


OD’S NEVER FAILING PROMISES: = 
“ested, and Found Gloriously ‘Irue. 25 cents 
Pricer IONS d th Et 1 
eee tte, re d’s Exceeding Great Reward for 
sorely tried Saints. 25 cents. 
STORIBS OF ANSW BD 
5 RAVER, and Meaveiesuns 2 in Time & yi 
cents. 





eed. 


pions OP IMMORTAL GLORY: as Seen in the 
ture of the saints, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, 
qed te Bridal City—the New Jerusalem. 25 cents. 


Att sy A. Sims. 


A. SIMS, ° fotimc 6: Ontario, Cas. 
: LDRENS DAY 








is our new larg 


BETTER THAN EVE 
of services and other music for Children’s Dey. 

Children’s Hel 
Recitations, Drills and Special features. 25 cents. 
Prayer, Praise, Thanksgiving. A Pageant-Beau- 


orice 


No. 21. 200 (or more) Songs, 


tiful. most excelient work of rare charm and beaut 
dozen pos 


for youn ple 3. epete. Sen 
er "Examination 83,09. Hymns We Love 


N’T BUY until you see our new Hymna “and Song 
poo Nearly choice selections, $25.00 the hun- 
dred. Send for ‘Examination Copy. Ready May rxsth. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHORUS BOOKS 


324 PIECES 
Music and Words, 56 cents post free. 


DAILY NOTES 


A Monthly Booklet on the Scripture 
Union Portions, 37 cents per annum, in- 
cluding postage. 

May be obtained through all Booksellers. 


CS. S. M. 


5 Wigmore St. London, W.1., Eng. 


Children’s Day Music Sx: Choir’ 


Send for our Leama 3 capahog whioh describes gpered 
and ee eoomee oe Segoe —_ eye 
usio, * 


Rew FOn. Bag 
Siahen ube covpesced segs Witton ass 
will aise bosent if you same tate pe eee 


GEO. F. ROSCH 5 & , CO. — 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





NOTICE —The ox Raueeed owe 
and Illuminator,” an Adv Quar- 
terly of 192 in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, supendia With eile, 


Sample lesson on application. 




















no School, oat ’ 
cain Ser vice ose the On. So) 
Roscne 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


father and beg his forgiveness, for I: know 
that he will receive me.” That showed 
his good sense. He was not mistaken in 
that father’s love for him. His father 
right that minute was longing for his re- 
turn; and when at fast the boy appeared 
in the distance — penniless, filthy, and rag- 
ged as he was —that father’s great loving 
heart went out to him, and he ran and 
threw his arms about him and kissed him. 

Now, fellows, not only does this beau- 
tiful story — “the world’s best short story !” 
—commend the wisdom of that young fel- 
low in going back home and throwing him- 
self upon the mercy of his father, but the 
Lord Jesus told it that we might look 
straight into the great loving heart ‘of 
God our heavenly Father. God is just, 
but God is loving ; and God is always ready 
to forgive the penitent sinner. Don’t for- 
get that, fellows. If and when you sin 
—and who does not?—you are really 
sorry, and ask the heavenly Father to 
forgive, he will not fail to do it. It is a 
simple process —so simple that many miss 
it thinking they must do some complicated, 
impossible thing. Yes, it is very, very 
simple; but there are three necessary steps: 
you must be really sorry, first. Then you 
must in faith ask forgiveness; and you 
must ask that forgiveness in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for it is only through him 
and for his sake, that we stand, cleansed 
by his precious blood, shed for the remis- 
sion of sins — justified before our right- 
eous Father. Remember, that “God so 
loved the world —.” 


GreEENssBorO, N. C. 
a 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for May 5) 


1. “Repentance unto life is a saving grace, 
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of -his 
sin, and an apprehension of the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus, does with grief and 
hatred for his sin turn from it unto God, 
with full purpose of and endeavor after new 
obedience” (The Shorter Catechism). 


2. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and. just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


3. Because of an unyielded life, and a 
dependence on self instead of Christ. 


4. Yes, there is victory for every Chris- 
tian over every sin, through a complete and 
constant surrender to and trust in Jesus 
Christ as Lord, and a continual dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit for guidance. 


5. Peter repented of his sin, with a broken 
heart, having caught a vision of his sinful 
self; while Judas had remorse over one sin- 
ful act, but no real repentance for his. sinful 
life. . Peter and Judas (Matt. 27:3) both 
repented, the Bible tells us, but Peter had 
faith in the Lord whom he had denied, while 
Judas ‘had no faith, and suicide was the only 
way out that he could see. 


6. “Sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). 
“All unrighteousness is sin” (1 John 5:17). 


It is certainly necessary to repent in 
onli to saved, that is, to be convicted 
of our sinful condition, and to turn from that 
sin unto Saving faith includes_repent- 
ance. ge one cannot believe that Jesus is 
the Son of , and that he died in our 
place on the cross, without being personally 
convicted of sin and personally committing 
the life to Christ. 


8. The only way we can believe is with 
our mind, and so a false faith is more ac- 
curately called a “lip belief,” than a head 
belief (Jas. 2:14). But there may be a 
belief in Christ, such as spoken of in John 
2: 23-25, which recognizes the facts concern- 
ing him, but has no personal conviction of 
sin, and therefore does: not have personal 
trust for salvation. 


April 20, 1935 


9. Modernists say that there is no need 
of a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit, 
nor of the blood atonement, but that a man 
is only to repent and decide to turn to God, 
of his own will, as the Prodigal decided to 
return to his father. The purpose of this 
parable is not to indicate how a man is saved, 
but to reveal the attitude of compassionate 
love on the part of the heavenly Father, in 
his reception of a repentant sinner. 


10. The parable teaches concerning sin, re- 
pentance, and faith, but none of these is the 
central message, which concerns the attitude 
of the Father’s heart in receiving his repent- 
ant son. 


tr. Adam lost his original righteousness. 
He came under the death ey! of sin. His 
nature was corrupted. Christ is our right- 
eousness, and our propitiation for sin, and 
through the new birth and. sanctification of 
the Spirit, we shall eventually be made holy, 


like Christ. 
The Lord saw “their 


12. Mark 2: 1-12. 
faith,” and pronounced: forgiveness of sin. 


This included the faith of the man who was 
forgiven, but his friends’ faith certainly. was 
a great factor in his salvation. 


The Deadly Peril of 
“ Guidance” without the Bible 


(Continued from second page) 


and doubtless served him well by first pro- 
fessing the name of Christ, and. then turn- 
ing like “the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire” (2 Pet. 2:22). 

The terrible example of Prince, Smyth- 
Piggott, and other Agapemonites, and the 
discerning comments in The Dawn, are a 
warning to all Christians to keep close to 
the Word of God. The Holy Spirit is 
the guide and Comforter of God's chil- 
dren, but he leads them always in con- 
nection with, and never in a way that is- 
contrary to, the Bible. When the Lord 
Jesus was tempted three times by the 
Devil (Matt. 4), he answered each time 
in the words of Scripture, saying, “It is 
written,” and quoting from Deuteronomy. 
We have not the wisdom or discernment 
to recognize and avoid the subtle tempta- 
tions of Satan; but, “The judgments of 
the Lord are true and righteous altogether 
. » « moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is 
great reward” (Psa. 19:9, 11). 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit III and Unit 
V of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. The 
New Testament Books are the content of 
the twelve lessons of Unit III; Pedagogy: 
is taken up in Unit V. For: information 
concerning the organization of a church or 

















Lesson for May 5 


community class, or enrollment in a cor- 
respondence school, address Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary, Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago, - 


Lesson 5. The New Testament 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
1 CorINTHIANS 


Selected Reading: 1 Corinthians 1- 
4, 8-11, 15; 16:8-11, 13, 15, 16. 


IRST Corinthians includes two of the 

greatest chapters in the Bible: the thir- 
teenth — most wonderful passage on love, 
and the fifteenth — most notable passage on 
the resurrection. 

Following Romans, which sets forth the 
message of salvation by grace through 
faith, it is fitting that we should have a 
“church Letter,” dealing with church order 
~ and government, and with the problems 
that will arise when a supernatural Body 
is set down in a heathen community. 

After the opening greeting and thanks- 
giving,. we may distinguish seven special 
topics: 1. Parties and Party Spirit (1: 
10 to 4:21). 2. Immorality, Lawsuits, 
Marriage (5:1 to 7:40). 3. Things sac- 
rificed to idols, and Christian Liberty (8: 
1 to 11:1). 4. Worship and the Lord’s 
Supper. (11: 2-34)... 5. Concerning Spir- 
itual Gifts (12:1 to 14:40). 6. Concern- 
ing the Resurrection (15). 7. Money Of- 
ferings, and Conclusion (16: 1-24). 

We have the picture of a church en- 
riched in alJ things in Christ, coming be- 
hind in no gift, and waiting for the com- 
ing of the Lord. Meanwhile it is a church 
that has fallen into sins, through the fear- 
ful temptations of the heathen surround- 
ings. But against the background of lust 
is lifted up the Church as the Body of 
Christ, and each individual member a tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3: 16; 6: 19). 


2 CorINTHIANS 


Selected Reading: 2 Corinthians 1, 
2, 5-7, 1-13. 


ECOND Corinthians is perhaps best 

known for some of its glorious verses: 
2: 14-16; 3:5, 18; 4: 4-7, 18; 5:14, 17, 20, 
21; 6:2; 8:9; 9:8, 15; 13:5. 

The Letter was written to follow up the 
message.of the first Letter, to correct spir- 
itual conditions, and to defend Paul’s apos- 
tleship against false apostles and enemies. 
In doing this, Paul’s own personal minis- 
try and sufferings are set forth as no- 
where else in the New Testament. Present 
sufferings and the glory that is to follow 
thus become a prominent message in the 
Letter. The defense of his apostleship leads 
into a glorious setting forth of the new 
ministry of the New Covenant, in contrast 
with the Old (2:14 to 4:18). The cry of 
triumph in the midst of affliction, in 2: 
14-16, may be taken as a key to the Let- 
ter: “Thanks be unto God, who always 
leadeth us im triumph in Christ.” 


Lesson 5. The Methods of Teaching 
By Clarence H. Benson 


Att pupils cannot. be taught by the same 
method. All lessons cannot. be equally. 
well presented by the same method. A 
good teacher will be familiar with all 
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methods, How many methods are there? 
Five are suggested: 

There is no more important method 
than that of story-telling. The first price- 
less gift, especially in teaching little chil- 
dren, is the ability to tell a living story. 

If the pupil is a listener, he will not 
grow mentally. Education is in reality a 
drawing-out process, and for this purpose 
we have the recitation method. It is used 
most effectively in the Primary and Junior 
Departments, 

But the pupil may acquire knowledge 
without appropriating it. For this reason 
the discussion method is employed to ad- 
vantage in adolescent classes. In stimu- 
lating the spirit of inquiry and arous- 
ing personal interest it has no superior. 
No other method is as well adapted for 
securing an individual expression or appli- 
cation of the lesson. The main difficulty 
with this type of teaching is to direct the 
discussion, not only that it may be related 
to the lesson, but that too much attention 
may not be given to unimportant details, 

We have already learned that the great 
aim of the teacher is to make the pupil 
an independent investigator, and there is 
no better method for this than that of 
research. Here the teacher assigns to each 
pupil a part of the lesson to investigate 
for himself. During the lesson period each 
member of the class presents his part, 
which is commented upon, given a valua- 
tion, and organized by the teacher into the 
combined result of the work for that day. 
It can be used effectively in adolescent 
classes, provided books and materials are 
available for research, and the class is 
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| pargient rode. 


“Beloved for the 
Fathers’ Sakes”’ 


The reason why the Jew has sur- 
vived massacres, drownings, world 
hatred, is because God cannot lie. 
The Jew of himself has no merit, 
and if he should get his desserts, he 
would have been destroyed years 
ago. But God says: “I am the 
Lord, I change not; therefore ye 
sons of Jacob are not consumed.’’ 
Mal. 3:6. 


They are God’s people! Whether 
you touch them for weal or woe, you 
will have an account to settle with 
Him. The warning is, ‘‘I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
Gen, 12:3. 

Your continued fellowship is truly 
needed in these sad days for Is- 
rael, Our paper, THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE, is sent to all contributors, 
and is proving a blessing to many of 
the Lord’s people. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Ask for our free booklet,"“Jewish Mission 
Annuity ” 








































| Hares @ mebsage lo you of 


SAFETY... 








American Bible Society, 


| Name 


Ty.» 


SN Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
| Please send me, without obligation, your 


how you may have 
Protection in Old Age 
Freedom from Worry 
A Steady Income 
Permanent Satisfaction 
in the check that comes regularly to 
you as a holder of an Annuity Agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. 
“Such checks have been issued reg- 
ularly for over 80 years . . helping 
to bring security and satisfaction in 
spite of disturbing and perplexing 
world conditions. 

In addition there’s the Pep ie 
faction of taking part in the signifi- 
cant work of making the Bible more 
and more widely available through- 
out the world. 

The booklet, “A Gift That, Lives,” 
saly onal seorech of te alvomisges Sah 


to yourself and tc the indispensable 


Christian’ ministry it renders. 


i 
booklet $$ 108 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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sufficiently smafl to give each member an 
opportunity to report his findings: 

What the story-telling . method: is: to 
children, the lecture method is to adults. 
It permits the presentation of the lesson 
to a class of unlimited numbers, and permits 
close adherence to the teacher’s prepara- 
tion, making possible an uninterrupted and 
properly connected discourse, leading up to 
a practical conclusion. But it requires no 
mental activity on the part of the class, 
makes it possible for a member to sit per- 
fectly passive, thinking nothing about the 
lecture, and doing nothing about it after- 
ward. Mental and spiritual, as well as 
physical, growth comes through activity. 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 





Following the Home ‘Daily Bible Readings 
on the yee re Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
Schoul Lesson Committee. 
April 29 to May 5 
Mon.—Genesis 3:1-8 The Beginning of Sin. 
Prayverk Succestions: The sin of the 
first man allowed sin and death to come 
‘into this world. Adam fell in perfect 
surroundings, by one act of disobedience. 
By his fall “many” were constituted sin- 
ners, and death passed upon all men for 
that all had sinned. Thus Adam opened 
the gates of woe. In the world’s worst 
surroundings one Man, the last Adam, 
Christ Jesus our Lord, brought fife 
and immortality to light through the Gos- 
pel. “Foreordained. before the foundation 
of the world” he was manifested, as the 


ihe CLIPPER 


There are three things that destroy 

your fawns: Dandelions, Buck Plan- 

and Crab Grase. In 

'  @ne season the Clipper will 
drive them all out. 


Send for circulars and 
prices. 


CLIPPER MFG. CO. 
Dept. S, Dixon, Hlinois 

















“Chicago's newest hotel” 


offers these new rates— 
Room for one - $2.00 and $2.50 
Room for two, double bed, 
$1.00 additional 
Room for two, twin beds - $4.00 
In addition to the low priced feature, 
the Haraison Horzc presents its— 


Free radio in every room. 

Circulating Ice Water. 

Choice of private tub bath or shower. 

Direct garage entrance from the hotel. 

Comfort, equipment and service facil- 
ities that you can expect only from 
the newest hotel in Chicago. 


The Harrison Hotel 


Harrison Street 
A convenient location — in the Loop— 
just off Michigan Avenue. 
Anprew C. Weissura, President. 
Illustrated booklet sent on request. 
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Lamb of God, to take away the sin of the 


.world, “Neither is there salvation in any 


other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). Pray for the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
Tues.—Luke 15: 11-24. The Folly of Sin. 

Prayer Succestions: Sin makes folly 
seem like wisdom to the sinner. The way 
seems right that ends in death. The sinner 
is as a man that seeks for pleasure among 
thorns, health by consorting with lepers, 
ease ona battlefield, and for light by go- 
ing into darkness. “We ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobedient, de- 
ceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures 

. but after that the kindness and love 

of God our Saviour ... appeared” not for 
our good deeds, but because of his great 
mercy. How much we owe! Pray for 
the China Inland Mission, 


Wed.—Romans 3 : 9-20. The Universality of Sin. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Sin is in every 
place and in everybody in this world. 
“There is none righteous, no, not one.” 
Christ alone makes the soul free from 
the law of sin and death. The Chris- 
tian differs from the sinner. The sin- 
ner not only has sin in him but lives 
in sin; the Christian, while he has sin in 
him, is prevented by God’s grace from 
living in sin. Pray for the Central Japan 
Mission, 1211 N. Fifty-fourth Street, Los 
Angeles, Cal. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 1: 10-17. The Depravity of Sin. 
Prayer Succestions: Through sin, man 
has become corrupt, defiled, weak, and 
ruined. Without the impartation of divine 
grace he is incapable of pleasing God. Spir- 
itual knowledge of God and victory over 
sin are utterly impossible. The inward 
energy of a divine affection must be im- 
planted, as an incorruptible seed, else there 
will be neither love to God nor the will 
to do his will. “Without me ye can do 
nothing.” Pray for the Borneo Evangel- 
ical Mission, 38 Williams Road, S. 1, Vic- 
toria, Australia, 
Fri—Acts 2: 37-42. The Repentance for Sin. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Repentance is im- 
possible without divine assistance. Christ 
must give repentance. We come to have 
faith, and to know God spiritually, through 
the gift of grace. The power for all 
right things must come from the Lord. 
The working to will .and to do the pleas- 
ure of the Lord is a heavenly bestowment. 
This is granted through the Spirit of 
grace. “I have repented far more since 
I came to Christ, than I ever did before” 
(D. L. Moody). Pray for the Door of 
Hope Mission, Shanghai, China, 


Sat.—Mark 2:1-12. The Forgiveness of Sin. 

Praxyex SuGcestions: God forgives in 
mercy and for Christ’s sake. Forgiveness 
is full, free, and complete. God forgets 
all the sins that he forgives. Our Ad- 
versary keeps a list of them, and memory 
retains some of them; but God remembers 
them no more. When he forgives he for- 
gets. Pray for the Liebenseller Mission, 
with American headquarters at 1701 Fran- 
cis Street, Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Psalm 51: 1-10. The Confession of Sin. 
Prayer Svuccestions: God requires 
confession of sin. The Spirit encourages 
and helps us to make a full, unreserved, 
humble acknowledgment of guilt, with self- 
abasement, sorrow, restitution, and submis- 
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sion, Confessed sin is instantly forgiven 
sin,. There are many doors into sin; but 
the only one out is the door of confession 
at the cross of Christ. If we are faithful 
in. confession we shall receive a faithful 
God’s pardon. Pray for the Luansa Mis- 
sion (founded by Dan: Crawford), 147 
School Lane, Philadelphia. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 12. The Art of Making a Happy Home. 
Luke 10 : 38-42. (Mother’s Day.) 





Sunday, May 5 


How Can I Serve Christ in My Vocation? 
(Matt. 5 : 13-16.) (Vocations Day.) 





Mon.—Using our abilities (Matt. 25 : 14-30). 
Tues.—Solomon’s estimate (Prov. 22: 29). 
Wed.—Seek God’s approval (2 Tim. 2: 15). 
Thurs.—Women can be workers (Prov. 


3I : 10-30). 

Fri—Paul was a laborer (2 Thess. 3: 7- 
12). 

Sat.—Fruit from my labors (Matt. 7 : 16- 
20). 











YOUNG girl offered to go to the for- 
eign field, but was rejected on account 
of her health, She began saving her 
money that she earned as a stenographer, 


Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puirie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
Cuar_Les GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 
75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 


r. 
52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
The Sunday Scheol Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philedelgtie, Pa. 




















Lesson for May 5 . ’ “THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 987 


and with it she supported native .workers Serving Christ: in’ our vocation means choice for you? If not,‘ are you willing 
in India at thirty dollars a‘ year. As a that we shall do all that- we do to the to let ‘lim show ‘you what ‘it is? If-you 
result of the work of these workers, more glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31), and that have found it, are you truly serving him 
than a thousand people in a certain sec- we shall do our work as unto him. in it? 

tion in northern India’ have been brought Have you found the vocation of his PHILADELPHIA, 

to Christ, and all through this one frail 
girl, Was not her job as a stenographer 
a real Christian vocation? 


ae “Unveiling the Future” 


However, we must realize that, in order 





to be a Christian vocation in the fullest TWELVE PROPHETIC MESSAGES 

sense, our work must be God’s choice, not BY 

our own. He has designed us. He knows Harry Rimmer Arno C. Gaebelein William B. Riley 

our ability. He has given us any special Charles G. Trumbull James M. Gray Keith L. Brooks 

gifts that we may have. He knows in- L. Sale-Harrison Donald Gray Barnhousé Roy T. Brumbaugh 
finitely better than we do what will make Arthur I. Brown William L. Pettingill T. Richard Dunham 
us happy. Is it not reasonable that he You will be amazed and thrilled by reading one after another of these stirring, timely 
should be able to choose our vocation for messages on Future Events. Compiled and edited by T. Richard Dunham. A beau- 


us far better than we could choose? And tiful cloth bound book with good paper and artistic covering. 
how can he bless us to the fullest extent, 
if we insist upon doing that which is not Only $1.00 Postpaid. 


in his plan for us, however good such a FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, P. 0. Box 388, FINDLAY, OHIO 


Cislantic Citys Jlouss Beautiful 


And yet it ener seem to some of us, 
particularly in these perplexing days, that 

.. A truly beautiful hotel, appealing to those who 

demand the finest ... a moment from the 


we do not have much of a choice. It may 
seem almost as though we are forced, 
through circumstances, into this or that 
boardwalk, yet seemingly miles from the crowds. 
Roof Sun Deck—Spacious Verandas. _American 
Plan from $5; European Plan from $3>, = =2«~2~—~ 


“HOTEL LAFAYETTE 


















deal to do in the matter of choosing our 
vocation. How often have we taken the 
matter to God, and then have waited in 
confidence that he will control the circum- 
stances, and so shape the opportunities that 
we may make the choice he would have 
us make? He tells us, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not” 
(Jas. 1:5). His promise is, “Delight thy- 











self also in the Lord; and he shall give NORTH CAROLINA AVE., near SOARS AEE 
thee the desires of thine heart” (Psa. - 
37:4). 

oe 


Maintain a Attendance! — Increase a 


Then there are certain definite princi- 
ples laid down in God’s Word that will 


7} 

aid us in making the right choice. The rwene al . ed ae 
Bible teaches us that we are not to set eart and jou pee fe 

our hearts upon making money or the Sanday School! 


‘. accumulation of possessions. The parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus and of the 
rich fool illustrate this principle. There is - 


nothing inherently wrong in money or pos- Cotas Cards. coke Seals sanaex 54 
sessions, But when our hearts are set upon . equaled for use among Beginner, Primary, and 
them, they draw us away from Christ and Junior Classes. 

expose us to many temptations and snares HOW THEY WORK: Each member of*the 
(1: Tim. 6:9). class is provided with a card. Each Sunday 
he is present and on time he is awarded a 
small gummed seal —a rabbit, kitten, chicken, 
pony, airplane—or whatever seal is appropri- 
ate for the card being used. The youngster 
sticks the seals to his card (often in amusing 
positions), and at the end of the period the 
number of seals on the cards indicates the 
Sundays present and on time. The card is 
then given to the pupil as a souvenir. 


UNDAY SCHOOLS THAT GROW 

AND THRIVE are alive always to the fi 
blem .of attend building. Super- f 

| intendents and teachers alike testify that | 








The Bible teaches us that, as Chris- 
tians, we cannot be party to any business 
or profession that injures our fellow men, 
either morally, spiritually, or physically 
(Rom. 14: 13-23; .15:1-3). This imme- 
diately rules out such things as the sell- 
ing of habit-forming drugs or intoxicating THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 
liquors, or working for the moving picture 












3°. pisplans Airviane 
industry, and the like. 33. Elijah Ravens 
34- Shodund Pony Ponies 
al = Eeyore Pu oe 3 kins 
na. ° ° ° z Little Red len Baby Chicks 
But it is still possible to avoid those § Mother Duck Ducklings 
vocations that we know are contrary to - Old Woman in the 
: a Girl 
God’s will, and even to choose the one 9. Mother Cat hog now 
of his choice, and yet fail to serve Christ _ -% boomy Dog Cole Peers 
in that vocation. 15. Hiectird, : Pluchinds 
Serving him requires that we shall “be gne Good Shepherd. No. 36 s2, Christ Blessing ats RN Rebekah at the Well. No.88 
kindly affectioned one to another with Carde—24e a d 5 26. Neato. Animale fmeweiin P 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one $2.00 eae aq. Little Bo-Peep Sheep | Cokesbury Press 
another; not slothful in business; fervent 29. Squisrel” sx Squirrels Nashville Tenn. 
in spirit; serving the Lord: rejoicing in - Seals—15cPackage(100); how und Ghd Goals ane anthet , Grdie drain Vou Guia 
hope; patient in tribulation’ (Rom. 12: ' 2 Packages, 25c are hte depen — Religious Supply House 


1c-12). 
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There Can Be No Greater Work 


Than Circulating the Bible! 


Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of S. S. 





lating as it 





To All Lovers of the Bible: 


There can be no greater work than that of circulating the Bible. 
The American Bible Society, therefore, is engaged in the greatest work 
that any organisation can be called upon to do—distributing through- 
out the world ‘‘ the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever."" 


In these days when so much nominal Christian work deals with 
less important matters, it is a cause for real thanksgiving that there 
are such Christian enterprises as the American Bible Society, circu- 


languages and dialects, for ‘‘ the healing of the nations.’’ 


does the living words of God, and in so many different 


Yours cordially, 
(Signed) Charles G. Trumbull 
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“Two of the men report another family for Christ yesterday. 


Around the World— Around the Calendar 


The brief sentences that follow are taken from the penn reports for 1934 of one of the helpers 
of the American Bible Society in Siam. They are typical of 
hundreds of the Society's helpers m many parts of the world. 


“You will rejoice to know that 19 persons have taken their stand for 


the kind of work that is being done by 


Christ during this month.” 


“ Eight families. have become.Christians during the past 10 days.” 
“Twelve households have accepted Christ. as their refuge during the 


month.” 

This 
makes about 50 families.during the last 7 months, Fine work for 
the colporteurs!” 


“ Rejoice with us, Twenty-four persons have taken their stand as 


Christians during this month.” 


“We are glad to report three new families for Christ this month.” 
“We are at the end of another month. Wish you could have been with 


us yesterday. Another household was received into the church. Two 
families are ready to take a proper stand for Christ and 8 more families 
are almost ready.” 

“Three more families for Christ. Yesterday in the city church 43 per- 
sons were received on confession of faith and 20 children were baptized.” 
“A difficult nfonth with much rain and high water. Glad to report that 
several families have taken their stand publicly as Christians.” 


“Our notes show two more families for Christ during the month.” 
“Three new families this month.” 
** Glad to report 3 new families for Christ, 15 persons in all.” 


These valiant soldiers of Christ would be termbly handicapped without Scriptures i in the native lan- 
guage and dialect of the people with which they are working 
Scriptures annually in more than 175 languages for distribution in upwards of forty countries. 
its institution the American Bible Society has placed im circulation a total of over 261,000,000 


This society is called upon to supply 
Since 


copies of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions. 





$500 
250 
100 
75 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCLETY, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City. 


Gentlemen: 


Will You Help? 


This great work could be greatly tacréncell 
were more funds available. You can share in 






































;oa Dy Gan 


f 


rn we Hy BSB FF 


- 
3m «J 





That I may enter into this great fellowship of sending the Bible to 
earth,” I 


“the uttermost part of the 


take p'p.sure in forwarding the 


it no matter how much or how little your con- 


sf 7 NYS 


tribution may be. Don’t delay—the need is 
ever urgent. Use the etc catesen a NOW: 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK CITY 
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amount checked in the accompanying column. 
Very truly yours, 
Make checks: payable to ferent enepe 


Gripsrt DARLINGTON, 
veasurer 
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